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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE Reverend Presbytery of Edinburgh having, os 
1 the 23d of February 1737, refuſed to cancar with a. 
Call given by the City of Edinburgh zo Dr. Wiſhart zo be * 
one of their Miniſters, upon this Ground, for one, © That ' 
«© the Sermon preached by him, before the Socirties for R- 
e formation of Manners, on July d 1732, and the Ser- + 
«< mom preached by him, at the Old Jury, April 19th 1731, 
« did contain ſeveral Paſſages, Opinions and Aſſertions, in- 
“ conſiſtent with, and contrary to the eſtabliſhed Doctrines 
&« of this Charch; more particularly, That he reſtrickt, &c.” 
N. B. The particular Articles are recited in the following _ © 
aper.] The Affair being brought before the Reverend Sy-. 
uod of Lots ian and T weeddale, by an Appeal of the City 
of Edinburgh, after the Synod had Jpexz a conſiderable Time” 
en the Confiderazion of it, ſome of the Reverend Members of 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh, who had been appojnted to de- 
fend their Sentence, did, at the Meeting of the Synod pro 
re nata in February laſt, crave Leave to bring in a ſpecial / 
Charge againſt Dr. Wiſhart ; Which the Synod allowing, 
there was brought in a Paper, intituled, Articles of Error, 
c. figned by the Reverend Miniſters mentioned in the 
Title. The following Papers contain the Doctor's Auſwers c 
In which it is thought proper to ſet down at Length all the 
Articles of the Presbytery's Charge; and alſa, the whole 
Paragraphs of the Sermons which are alledged to contain the 
Errors charged; together with all the Paſſares of the ſpecial. 
Charge which were thought needful to be taken notice of: 
= That ſo theſe Anſwers may be fully underſtood, without puts 
2 zbe Reader to the Trouble of turning over to any other 
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Houen I might take notice of ſeveral 
things unformal in this 2 Charge, as 
it is called, yet, to ſave the Reverend Sy- 
nod's Time, I chuſe to wave every thing 


conſider the Articles of the C the Reverend Preſ- 
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of this nature, and proceed directly to 
harge 


bytery of Edinburgh againſt me, as they ſtand in their Act 


of the 23d of February 1737; together with the Reaſen- 
ings and Enlargements of the Reverend Brethren upon 
them, in this Paper now given in to the Reverend Synod. 

The firſt Article is, That I reſtrict and confine the 
** Magiſtrate*'s Power of puniſhing Offenders, to thoſe 


„Crimes that are committed againſt our Neighbaurs ; | 


* whereas our Confeſſion extends the Power of Magt- 
* ſtrates, to the puniſhing of Blaſphemies, Hereſies, 
* Breach of Sabbath, and other abominable Sins againſt 
te the firſt Table of the Law.” 15 

For Proof of this Article, the Reverend Brethren refer 


to Reformation Sermon, p. 29, J. 30.— p. 30. I. 31. But 


l muſt beg leave to lay the intire Paſſage before the Re- 
verend Synod, from p. 29. J. 30.— . 31. J, 36. where, 


ſpeaking to the Members of the Societies for Reformation 
of Manners, I ſay, There is one Caution, particularly, 
* which appears to me of ſuch Importance, that I hope 
* you'll forgive me, if I cannot but put you in mind of 
** it ; namely, That tho? there are other Methods proper 
14 to be uſed, for reclaiming our Neighbours from any 
(thing that is amiſs in them, as Inſtruction, Perſuaſion 

& * and the Influence of a good Example; yet the Method 


of puniſhing Offenders, is to be confined toſuch Crimes 


| * of the vicious as are hurtful to others about them, or 
” TY & diſturb 


& 


3 . 

te diſturb the Peace of human Society : And therefore 
you are carefully to beware, that, under Pretence o 
* puniſhing Crimes, you do not unjuſtly reſtrain Men 
from the free Exetciſc of their natural and unalienable 
Right, of enquiring for themſelves in Affairs of Reli- 
“ gion, and acting agreeably to the Light of their own 
« Minds; ſo far as it does not lead them to commit an 


4% Matter of Wrong or wicked Leudneſs, by which their | 


5: Neighbours are injured, or their natural or civil Rights 


* invaded, It would certainly be a moſt aukward and 


= tiene Thing, if they, who ſet themſelves to bear 
* down and ſuppreſs Vice, ſnould, under that Colour, 


« ſet themſelves to ſuppre 5, by Methods of Violence, 


te the Exerciſe of a Right, without the Exerciſe of which 
in ſome meaſure there could be no Virtue ; the Right 
“of Conſcience, and private Judgment in Matters of 
& Religion : How abſurd and inconſiſtent would it be, 


+. if the Members of Societies for Reformation of Man- 


4. ners ſhould themſelves, and pretending to act in that 


& Injuſtice? Should become Perſecutors and injurions ? 
& or permit themſelves to be made the Inſtruments or 
% Patrons of any Motion of Attempt, to deprive thei 
% Fellow-ſubjeQs of any of their valuable Liberties and 
& Privileges ; or infringe any of thoſe natural or civil 
Rights, in the Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of which it i 

the proper Office of the Civil Magiſtrate to protect and 
defend all good Subjects? | 


« Among many Evils, and Characters of Degeneracy, | 


% to. be lamented in the preſent Age, there is one very 
„ great Bleſſing, which all good Men have Ground to 
« rejoyce in; I hat the Principles of Liberty, the Rights 
* of Conſcience and private Judgment, are better under- 
« ſtood, and more regarded, than (for any thing I matey 
« they have ever been in former Times; and I believe 

% may adventure to ſay no leſs, if not more, in Great 
c Britain, than in any other Country under the Sun, 
« While this Happineſs continues amgng us, as I hope 
&« it will continue, ſpread and grow; eſpecially while 
« we are under the Protection of a Government, which, 
in the making of Laws, and the Adminiſtration of Ju- 


t ſtice, acts with ſuch a ſacred Regard to theſe Rights; 
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| & ye may hope that valuable Improvements in all uſeful 
Knowledge, ſhall take place, while the great Bars a- 
„ gainſt a free and impartial Enquiry, ariſing from a Re- 
' gard to worldly Intereſt, and the Fear of Man's Judg- 
ment, are removed: And when Truth in Religion and 
2X © Morality: obtains a fair Trial, Reaſon and Argument 
free Scope, we may expect that Impoſtures of all Kinds 
« ſhall be more and more detected; the Kingdom of 
« Darkneſs, which has been chiefly ſupported by Me- 
« thods of Violence, aud the Interpaſal of the ſecular 
« Arm in Affairs of Conſcience, ſhall be more and more 
„ weakned; falſe Reaſoning, and A Railery and 
« Buffoonry, will not long ſtand the Teſt, but one 
« Time or other expoſe themſelves; and the Folly and 
« Abſurdity of thoſe ſhall more and more appear, who 
e call Evil good, and Good evil, &c. 5 

„Only it concerns us to take great Care, that we w/e 
not our Liberty for a Cloak of Licentiouſneſs; that we 
don't make ule of that Liberty we have, and oughe 
* to have, of acting 2 to the Dictates of our Con- 
ſciences, without Fear of Man's Fudgment; as a Pre- 
« tence to cover over-aCting contrary, to the DiQates of f• 
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* * our Conſciences, without Fear of the righteous Fudg- 
; * ment of God, It ſuch Licentiouſneſs ever hurries — 
9 „on to the committing Matter of Wrong or wicked 
1 *© Lewdneſs againſt others, the governing Powers in cis 


vil Society, who are Guardians of the publick Peace, 
„have a Right, and it is their Duty to reſtrain it by 
6 proper Animadverſions, and P umi ments ſuited o the 
** Nature of the Offence.” 5 
3 Now, upon comparing theſe Words of mine with the 
Words of the Charge, I hope to make it appear to the 
x Reverend Synod, that the Accuſation laid againſt me, as 
3 in this e true So Ta My 
ccuſers may c is hifting the Queſtion, if they pleaſe; 
but I muſt beg leave to put ny Members of the — 
Synod in mind of it, that there is no Queſtion at preſent 
before them concerning me, but, whether I have, upon 
the Articles alledged in this Charge, delivered any T ing, 
Jin the two Sermons now under their Conſideration, con- 
My Wfrary to the DoQtine of this Church, contained in her 
"IF Confer of Faith, or not? For this is the general Charge 


of 


bf the Reverend Presbytery againſt me, That the ſaid 
| * Sermons do contain Opinions and Aſſertions contrary , 
&* to the eſtabliſhed Doctrine of this Church.” Now this 
Queſtion can only have theſe two Branches, the 1/4, © 
Whether I have actually there faid what the Reyerend 1 
Presbytery impute to me; or not? The 24, Whether, if 
J had, I had vented any Thing contrary to the Confeſſion . 
of Faith? To both theſe, where the Articles give Occa- 
fon for it, I ſhall fpeak as diſtinctly as I can, and as ful=- 
ly as I apprehend to be needful, ſubmitting it to the Judg- 
ment of the Reverend Synod whether I ſpeak cloſely and 
— or not. As to this firſt Article then, I plead, 
Firſt, That I have not; in the Paſſage referred to;reſtri- i 
cted and confined the Magiſtrate's Power of puniſping, as 
is alledged, in regard that, mo, no where thfoughout that 
whole Paſſage, do I take it on me to ſpeak of the Magi- 
ftrate's Power of puni ſping, ſave in the laſt Words, where I, 
fay, That © if Men commit Matter of Wrong, Ic. the go- 
* yerning Powers in civil Society have a Right, and it is 
their Duty to puniſh them.” This Paragraph indeed 
aſſerts the Magiſtrate's Power of puniſhing Nuns Things, 
but there are no Words in it that can juftly be conſtrucgt- 
ed to ſignify any Confinemem of that Power whatſoever: 
And I ſubmit it to the Judgment of the Reverend Synod, i 
3K | whether the Words, as they ſtand, do not contain an e- 
4 vident Truth; from which, therefore, no Error can, by 
{8 juſt Conſequence, be inferred. In another Paragraph of , 
the above Paſſage, I ſpeak ſomething, indeed, concerning 
the Nature of the Magiſtrate's Office, where I ſay, that 
« *tis the proper Office of the civil Magiſtrate, to protect 
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„ . and defend all good Subjects in the Poſſeſſion and Ex- 
F | c erciſe of their natural and civil Rights.“ Now, in theſe 


Words, I am not ſpeaking directly concerning the Ma- 
giſtrate's Power of puniſhing, nor do I determine either | 
who are to be reckoned good ee or what are their 
natural and civil Rights: and I ſubmit it again to the Re- 
verend Synod, whether that general Aſſertion. as it ſtands, 
can be reckoned to contain any Error. Now, if theſe 
are all the Paſſages in that whole Part of my Sermon, 

| _ where I ſpeak any Thing either concerning the Magi- 
nm ſtrate's Power of puniſhing, or the Nature of his Office, 
5 and in neither of theſe I do any Way re/tri& and N I 
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| cerning zheſe I fay; That © 


| ſtances, (which I need not patticular 


| 55 : - | ( 9 J | 125 5 
the laid Power; inethinks I may cy conclude; that; 111 
the Place referred to; I do not reſtrict and confine, c. 


© as is alledged; for, certainly, what I am not at all /pea{4 
ing of, I am not reſſricting or confining. But, ex abun- 


danti, I deſire it may be adverted to. x. 3 
24a. That, from the pony of the Paſſage referted 


to, to the End of the firſt Paragraph, I am not laying 


| down Principles, either concerning the Magiſtrates 


Power of puniſhing; or concerning any Thing elſe, but 


ſpeaking, by way of Advice of Caution, to the Members 


of the Societies for Reformation of Manners, among whom 
(as they made a Part of my Audience) there were no 
Magiftrates; and all the Reaſonings in that Paragraph are 


| only intended to enforce that Advice, or Caution. The 


Caution I give them is; concerning“ the Methods to be 
„ uſed for reclaiming our Neighbours, .“ and con- 
the Method of puniſhing 

* Offenders, (5. e. fo far as zhey are concerned in it, 
which is not by iaflicking Puniſhments, but by applying 
for them, and fetting them forward) is to be confined; 
Ec.“ and I may refer it to the Judgment of the Reve- 
rend Synod; whether a Miniſter 3 in my Circum- 
y mention, but 

may leave it to every Man's own Thoughts to ſuggeſt) 


to the Members of fuch Societies, ſpeaking to them con- 


cerning the Methods to be uſed by them for rectaim- 
ing Offenders, might not have ſeveral Reaſons for givin 
them an Advice and Caution in ſuch general Terms, and 


| enforcing it by ſuch Arguments as I there uſe; whatever 


was his own Principle“ concerning the Extent of the 


| © Magiftrate's Power of puniſhing Offenders. TheReve- 
rend Brethren fay; That I zell the Societies, that if © they 


attempt to carry it any farther, than the puniſhing of 
Crimes againſt the natural and civit Rights of our 
7 Neighbours, the Rights of private Judgment and Con- 
* ſcience are in Hazard.” Now, admitting that my 
Words did contain an Infinuation of this Sort, might not᷑ 
a Miniſter, however far he reckoned the Magiſtrate's 
Power of puniſhing to extend, have Ground to appre- 
bend; that if the Members of fuch Societies exceeded 


tdeſe Boundaries, in their Defations and Profecutions; 
' the Rights of private Judgment ad Conſcience tight be 
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in Hazard? Might he not be at a Loſs to find any more 
particular Directions than ſuch a general one, which 


would come ſo well from him in his Circumitances, and 
would ſo effectually guard them againit ſuch Miſma- 
nagements as might edanger the Rights of Conſcience 
and private Judgment? Further, I deſire it may be at- 


tended to, that what I there caution the Members of theſe 


Societies grain, is by me plainly. deſcribed in tneſe 
Words, *Unjz/tly reſtraining Men from the free Exerciſe 
* of their natural and unalienable Right, &c. ſuppreſſing, 


* by Methods of Violence, the Exerciſe of the Right or Con- 


* 1tcience, *&'c. depriving their Fellow- Subjects of any 


of their valuable Liberties aud Privileges, or infringing 
* any of their natural or eivil Rights.” And while am ' | 


for their thus confining that Method of reclaiming of Of- 
fenders, the bringing of them to Puniſhment, I am, at the 


lame Time, for extending it to all ſuch Crimes as are 


hurtful to others, or (N. B.) diſturb the Peace of human 
Society; to all Matter of Wrong or wicked Lewdneſs, 
by which our Neighbours are. injured, or their natural 
or Civil Rights invaded. Upon the WI ole then, I plead, 
That, in the Paſſage referred to, I have not reſtricted and 


_ confined the Magillrate's Power of puniſhing Offenders, 


as is alledged in this Article of the Charge; for I hope it 
w1ll be allowed, that no doctrinal Error can juſtly and 


fairly be fixed on any Words, where it is not directly aſ- 


ſerted, by Conſtructions and Implications put upon them; 


if the Words, as they ſtand, will fairly admit of a more 


favourable Conſtruction. But, 5 

zaly, I plead, that neither is this Part of the Charge re- 
levant, as it ſtands. Admitting it were true, that, in- 
ſtead of expreſſing my ſelf as above, I had been ſpeak- 
ing directly concerning the Magiſtrate s Power of puniſh- 
ing Offenders, and had aſſerted, that this Power of pu- 
niſhing was to be confined to thoſe Crimes that are com- 
mitted againſt our Neighbours, or Crimes by which our 
Neighbours are injured, their natural or civil Rights in- 
vaded, or the Peace of human Society diſturbed; I plead, 
that even in this Caſe, whether J had ſpoke true, or been 
in a Miſtake, I had uttered nothing contrary to what is 
determined in our Confeſſion of Faith, as is infinuated in 


che Charge: I ſay, iaſinuated; for, indeed, in the Reve- 


rend 


4 it } 
Fend Presbytery's Charge, as it ſtands, there is no Oppo- 
= ſition juſtly and clearly ſtared between what I am charg- 
ed with maintaining, and what the Coxfe//ton of Faith is 
XZ NFaid to determine: JI o put a fair Oppoſition between what 
is charged upon me, and the Doctrine of the Confeſſion, 


it ſhould have been ſaid; Whereas our Confeſſion ex, 


« tends the Power of the Magiſtrate to the puniſhing of 
“Crimes that are oz committed againſt our Neighbours 
&© or are not injurious to them; or, to Crimes by which 
<« our Neighbours are not injured, their natural or civit - 
„Rights are not invaded, nor the Peace of human Socie- 
<* ty diſturbed.“ If this could not be truly ſaid, it may 
be obvious to any calm and impartial Obſerver, that, ad- 
mitting our Confeſſion did extend the Power of Magi- 
ſtrates to the puniſhing of Blaſphemies, Hereſies, &c. tis 
nothing to the Purpoſe of maintaining an Oppoſition be- 
tween the Confeſſion and me; and the Inſtances and Ex- 
clamations of the Reverend Brethren upon this Head, 
can ſerve no better Purpoſe than to raiſe a Clamour, and 
expoſe a Man to the Reſentment or Contempt of thoſe 
who are more diſpoſed to be alarmed with Sounds than 
attentive to Argument: For admitting I had aſſerted, that 
the Magiſtrate's Power of puniſping is to be confined as is 
above expreſſed, and the Confeſſion extended it in the 
Terms uſed by the Reverend _ tery, certainly I 
could not be ſaid to have contradicte | the Confeſſion in 
expreſs Terms; neither could I be reckoned to have done 
it, by any juſt and neceſſary Conſequence, unleſs either 
the Coufeſſion of Faith, or I, had alerted. that the Blaſ- 
phemies, Hereſies, &c. to the puniſhing of which it is ſaid 
to extend the Power of Magiſtrates, were not Crimes 
hurtful to our Neighbours, or that a Man could not, in 
the committing of ſuch abominable Sint againſt the Firſt 
Table of the Law, be guilty of any Matter of Wrong or 
wicked Lewdneſs, by which his Neighbours are injur- 
ed, or the Peace of human Society diſturbed; but as it is 
not ſo much as alledged that I have any where aſſerted 
this, neither do I think the Confeſſion of Faith can be al- 
ledged to contain any ſuch Aſſertion. And, without 
taking upon me to defend as a Truth what I have already 
pled to be no where aſſerted in my Sermon, I might ven- 
ture to affirm, that there are ſeyeral Crimes, which, when 
B 2 conſi- 


puniſned by the 


x 
dj 


Conſcience, do not eæempt a Man from Puniſhment, if 


| | I 3 th 
gonſidęred with relation to the 1 Law, are more 
commonly ranked as Tranſgreflions againſt the Firſt than 
againſt the Second Table of that Law; which yet may be 
highly injurious to our Neighbours, and ſubverſive of all 
Order aud Government; and in this View may be conſi- 
dered in political Laws, and have proper Puniſhments aſ- 


| figned to them; or Men may, in committing of them, be 


guilty of invading the natural or civil Rights of others; or 
Gdurbing the Peace of human Society; and, in that View, 
may be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate. In ſhort, ſup- 

oſing I had aſſerted as above, the true Queſtion between 
— and any who would oppoſe me, would not ſo pro- 


rly be, what cular ' Inſtances of Crimes may bs 
hed 2 5 Magiſtrate? as, in what jew wn 
Crimes do fall under his Cognizance, and are puniſhable. 
by him? Whether merely, as religious Miftakes, or 
Sins in the Sight of God contrary to true Religion; or, 
as hurtful to — Invaſions of the natural or civil 
Rights of others, diſturbing to the Peace of Society, of 
ſubverſive of Order and Government? This is the Point 
to which I matt defire the Reverend Brethren to ſpeak, if 
they have a mind to ſpeak any hing to the Purpoſe; and 
to ſhow where the Confeſion of Faith has determined, that 
Crimes are to be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate in the 
firſt of theſe Views: Elſe all the Inſtances they adduce a- 
gainſt me, and all their hideous Outcries, are quite fo- 
reign to the Queſtion, and, however they be intended 
can ſerve no better Purpoſs than to overcloud the Argu- 
ment, and raiſe a blind Clamour, while the true Point 
in-queſtion is kept out of Stm. 

For, they who confine the Magiſtrate's Power of pu- 
niſhing to ſuch Crimes as diſturb the Peace of Society, 
or invade the private Rights of others; as they reckon 
that the Affairs of Conſcience and Religion, as [#ch, dg 
not come under the coerciye Power of the Civil Magi- 


ſtrate; and that a Man's Errors in Religion, or the Wor- 


ſhip of God, do not expsſe him to be puniſhed by the Ma- 
gitrate, provided he is doing no Hurt to his Neighbours, 


und giving no Diſturbance to Society: So; on the other 


hand, they as readily allow, that Pretences of Conſei- 
ence, or even the leading of a miſtaken and miſguided 


he 


N 


diples made in the Preface, publiſhed ſeveral Years ago, 
NY «7 45 „ 3 2 : : a 


does Hurt to his N LIL N or diſturbs the publiek 


Peace. And while they confine the Power of 2 85 


to Injuries, or Diſturbances of the Peace of Society, the 
as readily extend it to all ſuch Crimes, and every bin 
that juſtly comes under that View, whether, conlider 
with regard to the Divine Law, they are Sins againſt the 
firſt or ſecand Table of that Law. Nor do they at all 


queſtion, that there are ſeyeral abominable Sins againſt. the | 
firſt Table of the Law, which are hurtful to the Peace of 


Society, or to Mens private Rights; and in the Commiſ+ 
fion of which Men may be urn; Se injuring their Neighs 
bours, or diſturbing the publick eace; and in this View 
may be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate. Withal, they 
will readily allow; that Societies entred into for religious 
Purpoſes, that are conſiſtent with the publick Peace and 
Welfare, (as all Societies entred into for the Purpoſes 
of true Religion and Chriſtianity muſt certainly be) are as 


well under the Protection of the Civil Magiſtrate, ac- 


cording to the Nature and End of his Office, as Societies 
entred into for any other lawful Purpoſe; and therefore 
he has a Right, and it is his Duty, to protect the Church 
of Chriſt from Injury, Violence and Oppreſſion, and e- 
very real Diſturbance of its Peace and Quiet (2). But 
they reckon, that all Uſe of Force or Puniſnment, in the 
Affairs of Ganſcience or Religion, conſidered as ſuch, is 
contrary to the natural and unalienable Rights of Man- 
kind, the proper Office of the Civil Ma iſtrate, the Nas 
ture of true Religion, and the Spirit of Chriſtianity ; and 
therefore, are for confining the Civil Magiſtrate's Power 
of puniſhing, to Crimes that are hurtful to private Perſons, 
or tothe fun 7 i Wo 
Nov, without taking upon me to determine, whether 
theſe Principles are true or not, which I conceive is not 
the Queſtion at preſent before the Reverend a" k 
cannot yet be-apprehentive, that there can any t ng be 
found in them contrary to the eſtabliſned Doctrine of this 
Church, I awn, I am not a little confirmed in this Sen- 
timent, by the plain and ſtrong Declaration of theſe Prin- 
| to 
PRO | TOUT repre — — 
(a) Does not this plainly imply a Right to puni/h any thing 
tat Is a real Diſturbance of the Peace of the Kirk "a * oY 
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| 14 ) 
to an Edition of our RAS... of Faith; where the wor- 
thy Author ſpeaks, not only in his own Name, but alſo 
in the Name of the Church herſelf, and as declaring her 
Sentiments. Tis true, that Preface is declared, in an 
Advertiſement prefixed to it, to have been compoſed by 
a private Hand; but I am ſure that it never was cenſured 


by any Judicatory of this Church, as containing any Er- 


ror, or falſe Repreſentation of the Sentiments of the 
Church, with regard to the Principles of Liberty: And 
it is well known to have been compoſed by the Hand of 
one of the moſt ſhining Ornaments the Church of Scoz- 
land could boaſt of, for his Years ; one who, as he was 
bleſs'd with uncommon Abilities and Capacities, want- 
ed not the beſt Opportunites of being throughly acquaint- 
ed with the Principles and Doctrine of the Church; and 
whoſe Sincerity, in giving a faithful Repreſentation of 
them, no Man, I hope, will dare to call in queſtion, 
That worthy and ingenious Author ſpeaks in the moſt 
honourable general Terms concerning the Principles of 
Liberty; calling them, © The truly noble Proteſtant 
Principles of Liberty and private Judgment; and, 
& that noble and unalienable Privilege of a rational Crea- 


e . ture, the Right of private Judgment: ” And what does 


he call zhe Rigbt of pri vate Fudgment ? © A Right to en- 
© quire and judge for one's ſelf, provided, even againſt 
e his. Conſcience, he keeps his Judgment to himſelf ?® 
No, that noble Soul (I well knew him) was a Stranger 
to ſuch low trifling : And this we ſhall ſee preſently ; 
for he further plainly and clearly declares his Sentiments 
in theſe Words, That © Freedom is the Birth-right of 


% Mankind 7 52.) And, © As every Man muſt judge 
4 for himſelf, 


and anſwer to God for his own Soul, he 
« hath a Right, independent of another (a), to chuſe what 
% Religion he will embrace: Nor can any Man, 
« without he ſhow a plain Commiſſion from Heaven, 


© which he will zever be able to produce, pretend to Judge | 
| > "x Ca & in 


(a) Here, it is remarted, not independent of God, No, 
ſurely : but a Right independent of any other Man is all that is 
wanted, to exempt him from Puniſhment from Man on account 
of his Exerciſe of that Right, while he is invading no Right of 
any other Man, but only exerciſing a Right he has independent 
of any other Man, | - pt 


as | - 


e in Matters of Religion for another, and oblige him to 


3 *© andit will be found, that 


« Compliance with his Dictates (p. 53.)* And!“ Eve- 
« ry private Perſon hath a natural Right to judge for 
« himſelf in Matters of Religion; and to pitch upon 
4 thoſe Opinions, which, after his beſt Endeavours, he 
« ſees worthy of his Choice, and moſt agreeable to Rea- 
« ſon and Revelation; and in the further Knowledge 
and Improvement of which, he exdeavours to be aſ- 
&« ſiſted by thoſe who maybe molt helpful to him (p. 54.) 
And (p. 111. & 112.) aflerting, That the Apoſtles had 
Reaſon 19 complain of their Fuſferings, he does not reſt that 
intirely on this Bottom, That they were in the right, and 
had Truth of their Side; and the Empire was in the 
wrong, and its Religion falſe ; but, ſays he, The A- 
e poltles indeed had Reaſon to complain of their Suffer- 
« ings for Righteouſneſs ſake ; the murdering and tortu- 
ring them, for differing from the Empire in their Senti- 
*« ments, being a manifeſt Encruachment upon the Liberties 
* of Mankind, and a Proſecution altogether unjuſtifi- 
« able.” And, (p. 115.) in Anſwer to the Objection 
againſt Confeſſions of Faith, drawn from © the Diſtur- 
«© bances and Animoſities they occaſion in the Worl 
Hand the great Diſadvantage they are to Peace and Cha- 
C rity,” this excellent Author ſays, It was whenCreeds 
claimed an abſolute Submiſſion and implicite Faith, 
when they were edged with the Sword, and carried a- 
long with them Blood and Torture, that they became 
very dangerous Tools, and fatal to the Peace of Man- 
kind. Conlult the 1 the Church in all Ages, 
erſecution, and an Invaſion 
of the Rights of others ; a Humour of impoſing the Faith 
of the prevailing Party upon the Minority, and enfor- 
cing this Invaſion on the Conſciences of Chriſtians, by 
Fines, Impriſonments, and Death itſelf, were the 
Springs of all the Evils complained of.” And, not 
only does this worthy Author deliver ſuch Sentiments in 
his own Name, but, ſpeaking in the Name of the Church 
of Scotland, he ſays, ( 2 57.) © From the ſacred Oracles 
ve are convinced, that a free Choice is the very Soul of 
Religion, and every Man muſt follow (+. e. act agree- 
* ably to) the Dictates of his Conſcience.” And ( P-59.) 
No Perſons maintain with a more fervent Zeal. and 
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4 put à greater „ the Liberty of Chriſlians, 
4 — u Rigi of private Fudgment, than we do; or, | 
with a greater Indignation and Contempt, abhor the 

& Tyranny of the Komiſh Church; or any arbitrary 

Claims that may be made by others over the Conſcien- 

& ces of the People.” And (p. 62. & 63.) © Did indeed 


any Society oblige People, independent of it; to in- 
* corporate with them, and ſubferibe to their Conſtitu- 
« tions and Deciſions in religious Matters: Did they ei- 
te ther force an Aſſent to their eſtabliſned Confeſſions at 
the Beginning; or, after the Perſon had once agreed 
4 to them, did they, in a ftri& Senſe, puniſh him tor a 
4“ Alteration of his Senfiments afterwards; and for a- 
** bandoning the publick Standard (i. e. declaring and 
profeſſing that Alteration of his Sentiments) upon a 
c more impartial Enquiry, and; on that Account, de- 
s prive him of any — he had a Claim to, indepen- 
te dent of the Society (2): This were indeed to exceed 
* the Boundaries of a private Judgment, and could not 
te be juſtifiable; unleſs ſuch could produce a Right to re- 
& gulatè the Judgment of others, and lord it over their 
© Fairh. But then, neither the Principles nor the Pra- 
& ice of our Church lead that Way, or are in the leaſt 

* expoſed to the Objedtion. Wè abhor Perſecution in 
. 8 . | every 


a 
U — tb ah 1 a ak „ tt r 1 


| (4) I have found no Notice taken of this whole Paragraph, 
or, particularly, of theſe laſt mentioned Words of it, which 
moſt clearly ſhow the e Author's Mind on this Argu- 
ment: But, inſtead of that, other Paſſages of the Preface are ad- 
duced, which, it may be evident to any one who reads them 
in their Connexion, have no Relation to civil Pains and Pe. 
nalties, but are only intended to engage us, with Zeal and Ears 
heftneſs, to contend, by other Methods, for the great Articles 
of our Faith. What Inconſiſtency can there be betwixt that, 
and excluding the Uſe of civil or ith Yor Penalties in Matters 
of Conſcience or Religion, conſidered as ſuch? May we not 
uſe the ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt Hereticks, the warmeſt Ex- 
poſtulations and moſt ſerious Reproofs, nay, reje them, if 
they are not reclaimed by a firſt or ſecond Admonition? and yet 
not uſe external Force or Violence in Matters of Conſcience; | 
or, as this Author expreſſes it, in a ſtri& Senſe puniſo them, 
de or deptive them of any Advantage they have à Claim toy 
einde pendent of out Society.“ „„ 
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4 for compelling others to ſubſcribe our Confeflions, ot 


PWW 


D Vi. the ſaid Preface trom 7. 52. and dovinward; 


t ory Shape in which it hath appeared; and ate nevel 
% ſabmit to our , Inſtitutions; being ſenſible that every 
© Man hath an equal Night with us to follow (i. ei act a- 


tt agreeably to) the Light of his Underſtanding, and the 
F Bie Y wig l | 


ates of his Conſcience 7 and that the Terrors of 
„Blood and Torture are Arguments intirely foreign to 
e the Deſign and the Spirit of Chriſtianity, can never tend 
© to advance its Intereſts, nor be poſſibiy reconciled with 
< two great fundamental Maxims of it, Meekneſs and 
„Charity; and that Baniſhments; Confiſcations; or Im- 
85 1 are Methods of Perfuation; by Which 20 
« Man; or Body of Mex, have a Title to recommend their 
15 Doctrines to others. e are convinced, that theſe are 
e not the Arms whereby Truth and Righteouſneſs ſpread 
* their Victoties over the Minds of Men; and that they 


are only the Tools af Errur and Ignorance, calculated to 


© root out all Religion, oppreſs Virtue, and extingu:/h_ 
« Light, We have as great a Horrour as the moſt vio- 
* lent Enennes of Confeflions; at that Amichriſtian 
“Church Which uſes theſe Means of Convidion, and 
have as frightful Ideas of that Monſter of Tyranny and 
<< Cruelty,and will ever look upon it as a very bad. ji gn of 
% aCaxſe;when it lea#s upon ſuch Supports: $0 that we do 
% not deny to others the ſame Liberiy which we take to 
«our D A 
I hope the Reverend Synod will. not reckot it an im- 
pertinent or troubleſom 5 > of their Time, that I 
have taken the Liberty to lay before them at large, Paſ- 


fages ſo much to the Purpole of the preſent Argument, 


and which were ſo fincerely intended to do Honour to 
this Church. It is further to be obſerved; that theſe De- 
clarations in favours of the Principles of Liberty are 
made, not in a pfivate Pamphlet or Sermon, or a detach- 
ed Piece, but in a Preface to a new and correct Edition ot 
the Confe ſſion of Faith: a Preface written on Purpoſe tovindi- 
cate and defend the Uſe our Church makes of that Confeſſi - 
on ;and which; in a great᷑ Meaſure, builds that Defence, not 
barely upon the Coꝝſiſtency of the Qonduct of our Church 
in that Matter with theſe Principles of Liberty; but its 
being founded upon them 2 Sure, if it had been _ 


* 


z * *. FF 
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ſtood in theſe Days, that thoſe Priuciples were contrary. 
"to the Doctrine of our Church, contained in that very. 3 
. Confeſſion; that pure Zeal for Truth, which is with- 
out Fartiality and without Hypocriſy, could not have 
permitted ſuch a Declaration of them to have paſſed 
without a ſevere Cenſure: Nay, it could ſcarcely have e- 
ſcaped the Imputation of being a treacherous Detence of 
the Principles and Conduct of our Church, and a betray- 
ing of her Cauſe. | | MO OE 
| But there are not wanting Arguments drawn from the 
| Body of the Confeſſon of Faith itſelf, to ſhow, that the 
= Principles ſo plainly profeſſed by that worthy Author, 
1 cannot be contrary to the Doctrine contained in it. In 
| cap. 20. H 2. there is this Article,“ God alone is Lord 
of the Conſcience, and hath left it free from the Do- 
* Qtrines and Commandments of Men, which are in any 
* Thing contrary to his Word, or betide it, if Matters 
of Faith or Worſhip.” Now, what Uſe could be 
made of this Freedom, with which it is here declared 
God hath left the Conſcience free? Or what could it a- 
mount to, if a Man was not to be left at Liberty to exa- 
mine and jnage tor himſelf, what Doctrines and Com- 
mandments of Men are contrary to God's Word, or be- 
fide it in Matters of Faith or Worſhip, and to aët agree- 
fl ably to that Judgment? So that for Men to apply Force 
= or Puniſhment in the Affairs of Confcience, ſeems to be 
a plain Infringement and Violation of that Liberty with _ 
which the Coxfeſſion of Faith declares God hath left the 
_ Conſcience free. Again, in chap. 23. $ 4. there is this 
Article, Infidelity, or Difference in Religion, doth 
not make void the Magiſtrate's juſt and legal Authori- 
„ty, nor free the People from their due Obedience to 
< him.” Here, 'tis hoped, none will pretend, that the 
Compoſers of our Confeſſion meant only Heart-Unbelieſ, 
or a Difference in Religion which the Magiſtrate keeps t 
himſelf, and no Body knows of; but the plain Meaning 
mult be, of &zowz Infidelity, or a different religious Pro- 
feſſion and Way of Worſhip. The Reverend Brethren 
think the Senſe of this Article is, That there is no Di- 
* VINE CONSTITUT10N depriving the Magiſtrate of 
* his Office, or debarring him trom the Exerciſe of jt 
becauſe of Infidelity or Difference in Religion ;? but I 
55 | ED: | | conceive 
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conceive, the bog and 2 Meaning of the Article 
18, that theſe Things do not of themſelves, or in their 
own Nature, make void his Authority; for if they did, 
there would be no Need of any expreſs Conſtitution, ei- 
ther divine or human, to do'it; and it would certainly 
de true, that Infidelity, or Difference in Religion, doth 
« make void the Magiſtrate's Authority,“ if in their own 
Nature they did ſo, tho there was no divine Conſtitution 
depriving him of his Office. Having thus' cleared the 
Meaning of the Article, the Argument from it is this: 
Upon whatever Principles of Government this Article 
is built, will it not plainly follow, by a Parity of Rea- 
ſon, © That Infidelity, or Difference in Religion, does 


not make void the People's juſt Rights and legal Pri- 


2 


protect and defend them.” If Infidelity, or Difference 
in Religion in the Magiſtrate, does not make void his Au- 
thority to make wholeſom Laws for the Good of the 


<« vileges, nor free the Magiſtrate from the Obligation to 


nalties; nor free the People from the ng ern to obey 
theſe Laws, and pay juſt Tribute for the Support of his 
Government: Can, then, Infidelity, or Difference in Re- 
ligion in the Subjects, make void their natural or civil 
Rights (a), their juſt and valuable Liberties and Privi- 
ieder or free the Magiſtrate from the Obligation to pro- 
tect them in the Enjoyment of theſe Privileges, and Ex- 


Community, and to enforce theſe Laws by proper Pe- 
P 


erciſe of theſe Rights? unleſs it be pretended, that Sove- 


reign Power may more ſafely for the Society be intruſted 
in the Hands of an Infidel, than private Libefty! ſo that 
it would ſeem, that the Principles of Liberty above ſtated, 
P. I2, 13. muſt be found agreeable to the Doctrine of this 
Church; the ſeveral Branches of her Doctrine being ſo 
3 as to maintain them conſiſtent with one ano- 

But ſtill it may be alledged, that all this is a Proteſta- 


nn ee * * FI 
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(a) i. e. Their Right to continue Members of the civil Soci · 
ety, and to live ſafely in it; the ir Right to the Liberty of their 
Perſons, and the Enjoyment ef their Goods and Properties; 
and their Right of Conſcience, or the Right they have, inde- 
pendent of any other Man, to chooſe what Religion they will 
embrace; which are all Branches of private Liberty. . 


Matter of aQ "= WEIR gll th 
tax 5555 ptove that theſe Principles coir be ths | 
to the Dotrine of this Church, yet, in fact, there 
e ee in our Confeſſion Faith, which maintain 
the Doctrine of penal Laws iti the Affairs of Conſcience, ? 
and aſſett the Riglit and Duty of the Civi} Magiſtrate, to 1] 
puniſh Men for their Religious Errors, ' conſidered as 
Jus, if they vent or publiſh them. To examine this Point, 
I ſhalt now 7 confdes the Paſſages of the Confeſſion of Faith 
that are adduced as againſt me upon this Head. The firſt. 
mentioned by the Reverend Presbytery in their Referen- 
ces, and alſo adduced by the Reverend Brethren on this 
firſt Article of the Charge, is ih chap.2.3. 93.“ The Cir 
* vil Magiſtrate hath uthority, and it is 1 Duty to 
& take Order that Unity and Peace be preſerved in the 
. Church; that the Truth of God be kept pure and in- 
* tire; that all Blaſphemies and Hereſies be ſuppreſſed; 
All Ger spdpn! and cnt in Worſhip and Diſcipline 
prevented or reformed; and all Ordinances of Go 
& quly 0 ettled, meld. and 'obſerved,” Now, iy 
this Article, 1 can ſee W o Aſſertion of the Magiſtrates | 
Rigtt and D uty to uſe Force in the Affairs of Conſci- 
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. conſidered as ſuc#; or to puniſh any Men merely 


or their religious Miſtakes, 20 for worn pping God 400 

ording to their Conſciencès: Nor do Fee any ſuch 
nene can be altedged to be implied in this Article; 
unleſs it ig aſſerted, that the civil Magiſtrate hath #0 other 
Way left of Zak Jug Order that Uni Ju Peace be preſerved 
in the Church, K. but by uſing orce or Puniſhment in 
the Afﬀairg of Conſcietice; Which. 1 hope, no Member 
of this Church will aſſert; On the contrary, the follow- 

\Words in this 'Sc&ion make expreſs Mention of ſome 

ing oe by which the A may take Order for 
theſe Purpoſes, without the Faſt M ention of Force or Pus 
nifſhmeat.”. But the Reverend Frethred, in q anon ng the a- 
bove Article, ſtop at theſe ords That al Blatphe- 

* Mics and Herefi es be ſuppre ea 99 and, after quoting 
fen Texts of Scripture, a8 i "adduced in the Confeſſion 
for Proof of that' Part of the Article, add, The addu- 
1 ping of theſe Texts qr A e by ſip ſuppreſſing is 

meant puniſhing by corpora] pr civil e. f 
But What is that to the Peso Tren thoi it was fore. 
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40 105 
ly © ra] to a 
eue 9 as;above 
e Wee ly point out what Paſſuges 
| 55 lente to be r Herred to g eyery parrueuher Branch 
of it: And I belieye no Paſlage of Scripture, from the Bes 
ginning of Geneſis ; prte End A, the. velation, _ 5 
pertinently 8 8 cee 27 und fo 
are ſynonymous Terms, or Words 
Import and Signif 8 OR. 
he other F of the Confe ** . Furl 3 25 
againſt me, thou ande by the Reverend — up 
bon the ſecond Article of the Char harge, falls properly enough 
under Contideration here: It is ths uot pyk _ 
chap. 20. § 4. And for their publi ing of ſuch 4 
x ons, Cc, Here, from the ver firll Words of this 
Quotation, it is evident, that the Words of the Confeſſion 
of Faith are imperfectly and abruptly quoted ; a Method 
by which every one. knows the Meaning of any Authar 
may be greatly miſrepreſented : Therefore, to underſtand 
yvhat this their refcrs 1 we muſt read fro the Begi 
ning of the Sentence ; „ They Who, upon Pretence of 
+ Chriſtian Liberty, mall 3 any lawfu] Power, or 
& the law ul Exerciſe of it, whether it be Ciyil or Ecelez 
40 ſtaſtical, reſiſt the Ordinance of God : And, for their 
6 abliſhing of ſuch Opinions, or maintaining of ſuch 
Pratices as are e PE the Light of- Nature, or t 
* the known Principles of Chriſtianity, whether con 
* ccrning Faith, Worſhip or Conyerſation ; Or to the 
6 ns, of Gollineſt ; or ſuch erroneous Opinions 6 
f Practices, we either in their own 8 


OG Rh 5 . 2 1 > 1 1 
2 YE I aan un er Ee es PO ny FIT APO OE TRIPS 8 _ 
75 e . y te De 
Tr ˙⁰ A 7 9 oo Oe IP 7 5 
. n N 
r ; . 


eter Eon on be eo bo bk. ooo LO Ss WM 


wv 1. 
OY 


Wl 


« Manner 71 {bing or maintaining them, Lind deſuv⸗ 
& Jive to ternal Peace * rder which Chriſt 
* hath cſtablii "hed in e Church; „ ee, racy, mg 
, called to ccount, — progeeded againſt by the 
** ſures of the Church, and by he Power of the Civil 
2 1. Magiſtrate." "Where it is = imo, That the Per- 
_ Sapcerning whom iy is Ga, the Ka gene 


of the Article, that, for their publiſhing, as is there 


o proceeded againſt,” 


„ mentioned, they may be ſo and | h 
are, in the Beginning of the Article, characterized as tur- 
e poten 1 . _ only, 
diſobeying lawful Commands, but oppo/ang or reſiſting a 
uwe Power or the lawful Exerciſe of 5g NM es It 
be true or falſe, it is not ſaid in this Article, that © ar 

„% Man whatſoever, for guns any of the Things 
**. there mentioned, may be ſo and o proceeded againſt; 

but, they who oppoſe, c. for their publiſhing 85 


„ Ofc. 
_ How can this Paſſage, then, be adduced, as an Inſtance | 
of our Confeſſion's determining, that the Civil Magiſtrate 


may puniſh erroneous” Perſons (or ay, Perſons) in an) 
other View, than as Diſturbers of the Peace of Society, 
or (which is indeed included in — Invaders of the pri- 
vate Rights of others? But, 2do, Even ſuppoting theſe 
Words were away, and it was ſimply aſſerted in the Ar- 
ticle, © That Men, for their Fabriken 6.“ What is 
it aſſerted may be done with them? © They may lawful- 
„ ly: be called to Account, and proceeded againſt by the 
15 Canfares of the Church, and by the Power of the civil 


* Magiſtrate.” Here, again, it is plain, we have general 


Terms, of a Tofter Nature than the Term paniſbed: Sure, 
if it had been the Mind of the Compoſers of our Confeſſi- 
on of Faith to have determined clearly, That erroneous 

4e or heretical Perſons, as ſuch, were to be puniſhed by 
“ the Sword,” it had been as eaſy for them to have ſaid, 
in the Article formerly mentioned, That all Hereſies 
« and Blaſphemies be PUNISHED;” and, in this Article, 
% proceeded againſt by the Cenſures of the Church, and pu- 
niſbed by the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate ;” as, in that 
Article, to have uſed the more general Word ſuppreſſed ; 


and here, the ſofter Terms of called to Account, and pro- 
ceeded againſt: Sure, there muſt have been ſome Rea» 


ſons for their chuſing to Ny: rims themſelves in the ſofter 
and more general Terms. Let us ſee what Conſtruction 
the Words, as they ſtand, and withont any ſtraining, will 
naturally bear: What is ſaid coneerning the-Publiſhers 
of ſuch Things as are therementioned? why, That © they 
may lawfully be— proceeded againſt by the Cenſures 
of the Church, aud by the Power of the Civil Magi- 

* ſtrate ;*? Where it is plain, that the Power of the Civil 
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> | aoifirate is brought in ſubſequently. to the Ceuſures of 
= * Ghee and ii doch it is a ted, That © ſuch po 
X *« ſons may lawfully be proceeded againſt.” May not the 
natural Meaning of this be, That © the Power.of the Ci- 
vil Magiltrate may Jawfully be interpoſed, in conſe- 
« quence, and in ſupport of the Cenſures of the Church?“ 
and who will queſtion that this may lawfully be done ? 
ſeeing the Peace of Society, and the Security of private 
Rights, may ſome Times require it: For Inſtance; when 
Perſons, for ſome Practices mentioned in this Article, 
are, by the Cenſures of the Church, debarred from 
Church-communion ; and, not ſubmitting to theſe Cen- 
ſures, will violeutly intrude themſelves into it ; May not 
the Civil Magiſtrate interpoſe, and proceed againſt them 
by his Power, to reſtrain them from ſuch Violence (a]? 
But, 370, ex abandante, Suppoſing that the Power of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, by which it is aſſerted, that the Perſons 
here deſcribed may lawfully be proceeded againſt, impli- 
ed Puniſhment ; and even ſubftituting into the Article, 
inſtead of proceeded againſt, puniſhed by the Power of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, ſtill it is to be obſerved, that the Ar- 
ticle does not aſlert, that ſuch Perſons ought, in all Caſes, 
to be ſo proceeded againſt ; or, that the Aﬀlirs of Con- 
ſcience and Religion, conſidered as ſuch, do fall under the 
coercive Power of the civil Magiſtrate : In ſome Caſes, 
and in another View, it is 5 agreeable to the Prin- 
ciples I have above ſtated, that zhey may fall under it; 
and the Article only aſſerts, that Perſons, © for their pu- 
= © bliſhing ſuch Opinions, c. may lawfully be ſo pro- 
* cceded againſt,” which will hold true, if there ay Ca- 
2X ſes happen, in which ſuch Perſons will be obnoxious to 
2X Puniſhment from the civil Magiſtrate, agreeably to the 
Nature and Deſign of his Office; which they will be (e- 
ven according to the Principles above mentioned) if, ei- 
tber by the Nature of the Opinions publiſhed or Pratti- 
ces maintained, or by their Mauner of publiſping or 
maintaining them, they are guilty of injuring their Neigh- 


bours, 


= . (a) Here it is ſaid, © This is degrading the Civil Magiſtrate 
= a Beadle, who may reſtrain them by the Order of the 
, ag roar” 1 it is denied, that the Beadle, or Miniſter ei- 
der, have a Right to uſe Force againſt them, without the Au- 
„ forty of the Civil Power. e 5 


% 


bouts; br diſturbing aft. Peace : For, indeed; ac? 
Coding to the Principles I have above ſtated, the Perſons | 
deſetibed in this Article may, or may not, latufully be pu- 
_ Hiſhed by the civil Magiſtrate, according as the Cafe is 
ſtated. If the Opinions a Man pabliſhes, or the Practi- 
ces he maintains; however they be retigious Miſtakes, 
yet are not pernicious to the publick Peace, of to the na- 
tural or civil Rights of any of his Neighbours ; and, if he 
liſnes and maintains them in a quiet and peaceable 
anner, and in a way of calm Reaſon and Argument, 
and gots about his retigious Worſhip in fuch a Manner 
as to give no Diſturbance; according to thefe Principles 
he ought not to be punithed by the civil Magiſtrate: But, 
on the other hand, if the Opinions a Man publiſhes, or 
the Practices he maintains, are, in their Nature, not only 
religious Errors, or falſe Worſhip, but Tikewile pernici- 
ous to the natural or civit Rights of others, or to the 
Peace of human Society; or, if a Man publiſhes his re- 
ligious Opinions; or maintains his religious Practices, in 
fuch a Manner as to do Hurt to any of his Neighbours; 
or break the publick Peace; then, according to theſe 
Principles, as related p. 12. & I;. he is liable to be puniſhed 
by the civil Magiſtrate, according to the Nature of the Of- 
fence; and as the Ends of civiF Government may fequire. 
Upon the whole, then, if the above Article of the Con- 
feſſm of Faith be not firained beyond what the Words, 
as they ſtand, do neceffarity ſignify, in their ptain and 
obvious Meaning, and according to the common Uſe of 
Language (as certainly no Article in a publick Confeſſi- 
on ſhould be) there appears nothing in it contrary to theſe 
Principles above ftated ; or which, in a fair Conſtruction, 
Can imply © the Lawfulnefs of the Ufe of Force or Pu- 
& niſhment in the Aﬀairs of Confeience and Religion, 
& conſidered as ſuch (a).” 55 py 


- (4) It may be evident to the impartial Reador, that, in the a- 
bove Reaſonings on theſe two Articles of the Confeſſion of Fauth, 
1 am not putting any Gloſſes upon the Words, of our Confeſſi- 
6nz but only removing the unnatural Glofſes which ſome would 
ſeem to force upon them, Gloſſes which l apprehend the Words, 
as they ſtand, will not bear: and am doing this, by calling, and 
endcavouring to fix the Attention of the Reader to the preg 
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And thus 1 — proved, that there is nothifſ 

in this Article of the Confeſſon that belongs to the Purpole 
for which it is adduced againſt me: For I have proved this; 
not only concerning the Article as it ſtauds; but even up- 
on allowing of ſome conſiderable Alterations in it, lea- 
ving out ſome material Words, and ſubſtituting others in 
their Place. I ſhall only add, that it may at leaſt be made 
a Queſtion, whether, it this Article of our Confeſſion was 
to be. taken -in the View in which the Reverend Brethren 
ſeem to take it, when they adduce it againſt me, it would 
not prove too much, even upon their own Principles? 


For the Reverend Brethren will no doubt allow, that pu- 
bliſhing in Defence of the Divine Right of Epiſeopacy, is 


* publiſhing an erroneous Opinion, in its own Nature 
8 ſtrut to the external Peace and Order which 
+ Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in the Church,” If, then, the 
Article abſotutely aſſerted, That any Perſons, for pu- 


e blithing any ſuch Opinions as are there deſcribed, might 
„ lavfully be puniſped by the civil Magiſtrate 3” Would 


it not plainly follow, that any Man, for publiſhing any 
thing in Defence of the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, 
might lawfully be puniſhed bythe civil Magiſtrate, tho? 
he did it in the moſt peaceable Manner, and managed his 
Argument with the utmoſt: Diſcretion and Civility ? a 
Conſequence which it is preſumed the Reverend Brethren 
will hardly ſtand too g | SEES To 

There is an Article of the Confeſſion of Faith, which, 


though it is not adduced by the Reverend Brethren againſt 


me, either upon his or the ſecond Article of the Reverend 
Presbytery's Charge, yet was inſiſted upon before the laſt 
Meeting of the Reverend Synod ; and therefore, it may 
be needful to take ſome Notice of it: It is in chap: 23. 
§ 1. where it is ſaid, ** That God —— hath ordained ci- 
* vil Magiſtrates to be _— him over the People, jo 


——— * — „** 8 r * 


Words, as they ſtand in the Confeſſion, and the plain and obxi- 
ous Meaning of theſe Words, according to the common Uſe of 
Language. Beſides, that, in the whole of this Argument, (from 
2. 10. J. 30.) Jam only pleading againſt the Relevancy of this rl. 


Article of the Presbytery's Charge So rhat, if ont are. is Wrot 
or defective in this Plea, the only Concluſion t 


h t can be fairly 
dran is; That I have, ſo far, made an inſufficient Defence, = 


5 : 26 N ; 5 
Fit oꝛon Glory.” oil this 9" 0 great Streſs was 
laid: But Jam at a loſs to underſtand what Application 
it can admit of to the preſent Queſtion; ſeeing it is a ge- 
neral Thing, as true with regard to Men in other Stati- 
ons of Life, as with regard to the civil Magiſtrate: E- 


very Man, in the Station of Life in which Providence 


hath placed him, and the lawful Calling and Buſineſs he 
is engaged in, is placed there by God for his ewn Glory; 
though there may be particular Reafons for taking ſpeci- 
al Notice of it concerning thoſe; who are placed in the 
more eminent Stations of Lite, and of the greateſt Impor- 
tance to Mankind: That general Character, therefore, 
does not determine the particular Nature of the Office or 
Station in which any Man is placed; and it will no more 
follow, from the Magiſtrate's being“ ordained by God 
to be under him over the People, for his own Glory, and 
armed with the Power of the Sword,” that he is to uſe 
that Power for the puniſhing of any, but ſuch as it be- 
longs to the particular Nature and End of his Office to 
puniſh; than it will follow, from an. Artificer's being 
| places in His Station by God, fr his own Glry, and in 
rovidence furniſhed with the Fools of his Trade, that 
he is to make Uſe of theſe Fools for the Puniſbment of 
evil Doers, or for any other Purpoſe than the particular 
Nature of his lawful Trade and Buſineſs requires. I 
hope no Miniſter of this Church will adduce the Words 
above mentioned to prove, that it belongs to the Office of 
the civil Magiſtrate to do every tbing by which the Glory 
of God may be promoted; ſeeing, the Confeſſion. of Faith, 


1 in the Beginning of & 3. of this fame very Chapter, de- 
Ris clares, That“ he may not aſſume to himſelf the Admi- 
173 _* niſtration of the Word and Sacraments: By which I 
ih, hope it will be readily owned among us, that the Glory of 
1169 Cod has been more promoted in the World, than by all 
1 8 the Uſe that has ever been made of the Sword, ſince it 
| ly was firſt drawn... . „„ 
= - Upon the whole, then, I ſubmit it to the Reverend Sy- 
FOR nod, whether I have not proved, that this fir/# Article of 
bs the Charge againſt me is neither true nor relevant. | 
10 Ihe ſecond Article is, That as I unwarrantably re- 
1 ſtrict the Power of Chriſtian Governors, ſo ] licenti- 


+ ouſly 


M CASE» et ne. 
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Call this laſt tolerating 


& ouſly extend the wk. of Chriſtian Subjects, by lea 


. ving all Men to act zmpxre, and without Fear of Man's 


Judgment, in all religious Affairs, agreeably to the 
+ Light of their own Minds; thereby juſtifying the moſt 
© boundleſs Toleratjon of Errors in the Chriſtian Church, 
and opening a wide Door to Hereticks, openly to im- 
4 pugn, preach and print what they pleaſe againſt the 
* known and moſt important Principles of Chriſtianity : 
* So that, in the Affairs of Conſcience, and in the Trial 
* of religious and moral Truths, free Scope may be gi- 
# yen, not only to Argument and Reaſon, but alſo to 
#* Raillery and Buffoonry, without any Hazard fron: the 
* ſecular Arm, in ſuch Affairs, | 


Without ſaying any thing congerning the ſtrangely in- 


diſtinct Manner in which this Charge is laid, I might fa- 
tisfy my ſelf with obſerving, that the only Paſlage of my 
Sermons, on which it is pretended to be founded, is that 


| large one already adduced upon the precegding Article: 


And that not only this Article is ſo connected withthe pre- 
geeding, that it muſt ſtand or fall with it; but, as far as I can 
underſtand the main Thing pointed at in it, when it ſpeaks 
of my leaping all Men to act impune, &c. it is ſo intirely 
coincident with the former Charge, that I need do little 
more than deſirè the Reverend Synod to apply here what 
I hays ſaid; concerning the Truth and Relevancy of the 
preceeding Article: From which it may be evident, how 
ar 1 am far “ leaving any Men to act impunè, and with» 
+ out Fear of Man's Judgment, c,“ And whether I 
can juſtly be ſaid to do this without proper Reſtrictions ; 
pr ſo, as to“ juſtify the poſt boundleſs T'oleration of Ex- 
ve rors in the Chriſtian Church,” I gn, I cannot ſi 
how any. Doctrine delivered by me, in the above Paſſage, 
has the leaſt Tendency “ to juſtify either a bozzdleſs, or 


indeed any Toleration gf Errors in the Chriſtian 


* Church zu or to hinder the Exerciſe of the Diſcipline 
of the Church againſt any Error whatſoever ; and I hope 
the Reverend Synod will find it very eaſy to diſtinguiſh 


 detwixt tolerating Errors in the Chriſtian Church, an 


permitting exroneous Perſons, who axe diſpoſed to live 
peaceably, to live ſafely in civil Society: If ſame will 
Crit in the Chriſtian Church, it 

Hay yet be obvious to every impartial Perſon, wherher a 
LE | D 2 „ 


becauſe | - 
expected to flow from this fair tone ay, “ Falſe Rea- 


 # terpoſal of the ſecylar Arm in. Affairs of Conſcience. * 


Toleration ſo limited, as the Principles I have afferted, or 
even the e the Reyerend Presbytery impute ta 
me, require, can be properly termed a boundleſi ane. The 
Reverend Presbytery add, That I hereby open a wide 
Door to Hereticks openly to impugn, preach and print 
« what they pleaſe, c. as if this laſt Phraſe was ſyno- 
nimous, or preciſely of the ſame Import, with Mens 
ei acting agreeably to the Light of their Minds, or the 
Dictates of their Conſciences.” If any Man thinks ſo, 
I muſt beg leave to differ from him. For my part, if any 
Man ſhowed the bittereſt and moſt unprovoked Spite 
and Malice againſt me; if he caſt Iniquity upon me 
wreſted my Words, and loaded me with Reproaches, i 
might very readily ſay, that ſuch a Man treated me as he 
leaſed; without ever intending to ſignify by theſe Words, 
that he K acted agreeably to the Light of his own Mind, 
& or the DiQates of his Conſcience,” in ſo doing. The 
Reverend Presbytery go on with their Inferences : © 8 
„that, in the Affairs of Conſcience, and in the Trial of 
“ religious and moral Truths, free Scope may be given, 
* not only to Argument and Reaſon, but alſo to Raillery 
& and Buffoonry, without any Hazard from the ſecular 
* Arm in ſuch Affairs.“ I have indeed aſſerted, That 
& when Truth in Religion and Morality obtains a fair 
% Trial, Reaſon and Argument free Scope, we may ex- 
te pect that Impoſtures of. all kinds ſhall be more and 
more detected.” I ſubmit it to the Reyerend Synod, 


whether this be any Error: The Reverend Presbytery in- 


deed are pleaſed to add, with what Candour and Juſtice | 
let the Reverend Synod judge, That, according to me, 
free ꝗcope is to be given alſo to Raillery and Buffoon- 
be ry, Without any Hazard from the ſecular Arm in ſuch 
* Affairs ;* for no other Reaſon, that I can diſcover, but 
in enumerating ſome Adyantages which may be 


** ſqning, and ill-placed Raillery uffoonry, will not 
long ſtand the Teſt, but one Time or other expoſe 


( themſtlves 2? And no where, in either of theſe Serr 


+ mons, do J uſe this Expreſſion, the ſecular Arm; but in 
this Afſertion, That“ the — 2 of Darkneſs has been 
* chictly ſupported by Methods of Violence, and the In- 


If 


e (Þ wv 


-s 


. 


The Doctor is for ſuch a licentious 


* will not long ſtand the Teſt, but one 
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- apprehend [I ſhall have the beſt and moſt orthodox Divines 


— 


joining with me. The Reverend Brethren, in their Im- 
provement upon this Article, have thought fit to lay the 


oundleſs Accuſation yet more flatly, in theſe Words, 
| Liberty in the Tri- 
© al of Religion and Morality, as not only Reaſon and 
« Argument may have free Scope, but likewiſe, that falſe 
** Reaſoning, and ill- placed Raillery and nue 4 
* have a Hearing; aud his Reaſon for it is, becauſ els 
Time. or other 
* expoſe themſclves, Who, now, upon reading theſs 
Mords, would not immegiately think, that I had direct- 
ly pled for it, that i]l-placed Raillery and Buffoonry may 
have a Hearing, and aſſigned for it the Reaſon they 
mention ? Who would imagine, that all this Imputati- 
on had no other Foundation, than my having barely af 
ſerted, That * falſe Reaſoning, and ill-placed Raillery 
# and. Buffoonry, will not long ſtand, c.? But the 
underſtood my Words to imply the T 


hing they have put 
upon them, then, Why could they not haye content 
themſelves. with ſaying ſo, and not havę turned their 


groundleſs Suſpicion into a poſitive Aſſertion? A ground- 


leſs Suſpicion it is; For my ſa ing, That “ when Zratb 
* obtains a fair Trial, falſe R oning, and ill-placed 
* Raillery and Buffoonry, will not long ſtand the Tel.” 
does no more imply, that ] would have no Inſtances of 
ill-placed Kaillery and Buffoonry othexwike treated, er] 
to be left to that Teſt ; than if « had aſſerted, That did 
** Chriſtianity univerſally prevail among us, in its Life 
* and Power, Violence and Oppreſſion would be no 
more heard in our Land,” it would imply, that Iwquld 
have no Inſtances of Violence and Oppreſſion otherwiſe 
treated, than to be left to the Prevalency of vital Chriſti» 


anity to extirpate them. Z nf eat 43 
There remains little more 92 be ſaid by me upon this 
Article, than to take notice of a Miſrepreſentation of 
fome Part of that ſame Paſlage of my Sermon, where] 
call it“ a very great Bleſſing, which all good Men 
have ground to rejoyce in, that the Principles of Liber- 
* jy, the Rights. of Conſcience and priyate Judgmenz, 
| oY © aro 
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E are better underſtood, 180 more regarded in the pre, 
1 ſent Age, than (for any Thing I know) they have ever 
& deen in former Times;” and add, © while this Happi- 
#* nefs continues among us, as I hope it will continue, 
* ſpread and grow, &.“ This the Reverend Brethren. 
very civilly call * the Language of the Libertines of the 
Age.“ But it may be evident to any attentive and im- 
partial Obſerver, that, in this Paſſage, I am not ſpeaking 
one Word concerning the Extent of the Liberty that now 
obtains in Great Britain, nor expreſſing any With or Hope 
concerning its ſpreading and Growth; but what I there 
call a Bleſſing and a Happineſs, is, that the Principles of 
Liberty, the Rights of Conſcience and private Fudgment, 
are ſo well underſtood, and ſo much regarded among us; 
and if, in ſpeaking of this, I ſhould be . to miſtake 
in my Compariſon of the preſent Age with former Times, 
T hope it will be conſidered with what Caution I expreſs 
it, when I ſay, For any Thing H know, Now, if the wor- 
thy Author of the Preface to the Confeſſion of Faith wag in 
the right, when he beſtowed ſuch Encomiums on theſe 
Principles, calling them © the truly noble Proteſtant Prin- 
# ciples of Liberty and private Judgment,” I hope it is 
no Crime in me, to call a _ Underſtanding of, and due 
er to the Principles of Liberty, the Rights of Con- 
ſcience and private Judgment, prevailing among us, a 
great Bleſſing and a Happineſs, and to wiſh this Happineſs 
may continue, ſpread and grow; and if I was raſh in ex- 
preting a Hope of this Kind, that, Thope, is no doQrinal] | 
rror; nor is there any Manner of Ground either for the 
Suſpicions, or the poſitive Aſſertions of the Reverend 
Brethren upon this Head; nor any Manner of Foundati- 
on for the Queries they take the Liberty of putting to me, 
In one of theſe the Reverend Brethren ſeem to be merry, 


when they ask. Would the Poctor have Liberty to A- 
= N reaxs and Sociniaus to declaim from our Pulpits?“ 
I: Which e however foreign to the preſent Pur- 
TY | pole, the Doctor is ready to anſwer upon Demand, when 
nce theſe Gentlemen haye ſhown, “ what natural or 
civil Right Ariaut and Sorinians have to their Pulpits.“ 
I have, both in this, and the preceeding Article of the 
Charge, as I intend on the ſubſequent ones, chooſed to 
Fake little or no Notice of the Authorities the Reverend 
85 N Brethren 


8 
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-Brethren have thought fit to adduce to blacken me, as 
joyning with Infidels and Libertines; as welt as ſome 


.or uttered Error See 
proteſſed in this Church? If have delive! 
it will not make it true, though I had the whole Train of 
Divines reputed orthodox fince the Days of the Apoſtle 
John to vouch for it. If I have ſpoken Truth it will 


in the World had 


381 


, 
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Authorities they have thought fit to bring againit me. Fhe 
only Foint ju queſtion is, whether I have ſpoke Truth, 
to the Doctrine eſfabliſned and 
? If I have delivered any Error, 


not make is falſe, 8 gh all the Infidels and Libertines 
a 


id the ſame Fhing. Therefore I dp 
not give my ſelf the Trouble to enquire, whether the Rev. 
Prethrens Quotations are either fairly made, or juſtiy ap- 
plied. If I had aflerted, © That a Man, in ſtraitning Cir- 
cumſtances, is not to be hanged, or broke upon the 
Wheel, for one ſmall Inſtance of Theft,” I doubt not, 
E ſhould have had all the Thieves and Pick: pockets in the 


World agreeing with me. 'T hoſe Quotations of the R. B. 
may indeed ſerye another Purpoſe, though not to deter- 
mine what is Truth or Error, and I ſhall not envy them 

any Joy that may give them. I remember indeed, that, at 
the laſt Meeting of the Synod, one of theſe e 


they did not bring theſe, Quotations to prove, that 


<« was a Deiſt or an Infidel. I thank him; but what then? 


“ That agreed with them in.ſome Things.” And who 


docs not? But if fuck Quotations had not been intend- 


ed to blacken me, it had been eaſy to have found many 
joining with me in the Things for which they here arraigu 
me, whoſe Praiſes will be in the Churches of Chriſt, 
wuile ſolid Learning and good Senſe, ſerious Piety, pure 


and undefiled Religion, are in any Eſteem among Men. 


But with what Conſiſtency do theſe Gentlemen charge 
me with Licentiouſneſs, and complain of my joining 
ſome Things with the Libertines of the Age; when, at 
the ſame time, they take to themſelves ſuch Liberties, as 


directly to aſſert, that © I Pile future Rewards and Pu- 


« niſhments, W hips and ugar-P lumbs; and call ſome 


Doctrines which the Youth are taught from their Ca- 
techiſisy Matters of Nicety; and the teaching of theſe 


* a training them up to be exquiſite Metaphyſicians; and 
name Catechiſms themſelves the Shibboleth of a Par- 


« 75 10 : of % we 2m * 
_* ry?” Things which any Man, Who attends to my 
e $5 n . Words, 


Words, may e 1 done: If they 
meant only that they underftood fuch Things to be im- 
plied in my Words; the Candour and Sincerity which be- 

comes all Chriſtians, far more Miniſters of the Gafpel, 
might have led them to content themſelves with ſay, 
10. But of this more afterwards. I found it neceffary 
| to take fome Notice of it here, becauſe the Reverend 
© *  - Brethren have thought fit, in their Enlargements upon 
tis Article, to anticipate the ground lels Accuſations in 
| Fome owe ones, by charging me in the Terms a- 


5 The third Article is, That I am for removing Con- 
5 feſſions, (they mean, Confeſſious of Faith) and freeing 
fperſons from Subſeriptions thereto, and ſuch other great 
Bars againſt a free and impartial Enquiry, ariſing from 
A Regard to worldly Intereſts.” This, I mult take the 
„Liberty to ſay, is an Allegation againſt me, for which 
"there is not the leaſt Shadow of Foundation in any Part 
of theſe Sermons referred to: Not only do I no where, 
in either of theſe Sermons, ſay the leaſt Word againit 
. Confeffions of Faith, or make the leaſt Inſinuation of zheir 
being any Bars againſt a free and impartial Enquiry; but 
I hope to make it evident to the Reverend Synod, and to 
every Man who will underſtand plain Engliſb, that, in 
che only Rlace where I ſpeak of © great bars againſt a tree 
 < and impartial Enquiry,” the Place referred to by the 
Reverend Brethren themſelves, I could not poſſibly mean 
uch Confeſſions and Subſcriptions, or intend to include 
them in that Expreſſion; it is Part of the large Paſſage a- 


4 dove referred to upon the firſt Article; where, ſpeakir 

10 of a Happineſs we are now actually in the Poſſeſſion 7 
9 And at preſent enjoy in Great Britain, I ſay, ** Wpile this 
. Happineſs continues among us (and what that Happi- 
WI neſs is, I have already ſhown we may hope that 
i | * yaluvable Improvements in all uſeful Knowledge ſhall 
\' 2 take place;” while the great Bars are removed: 
14 N. B. while they are removed. The Reverend Synod Will 


| _ to obſerve, that I am here plainly fpeaking of a 

Jappineſs which ow takes place, and which took place 
' when I ſpoke theſe Words; and therefore what I here call 
the great Bars againſt a free and impartial ne 


7 
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_ 
* 
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Rules of Grammar, and knew too, that Confeſſions of 
Faith and Subſcriptions ta them, take place by Law in 


I may defpair of e Thing ſo (a). I hope — 


ß 29S oo Eo 


boo” 3 1 Y 3 3 „ | : ; 
futh Barr ad are #ow, ,M Wo. removed, tage f 
amt not paſſbly intend: to include under that Appellation 
any Thing that it unt already; and was h they remote d. 
A Man who had expreſſęd hi 


See ed, ae 22 
* the great 'S- He. Hall be rem „ might | 
* — Confeſſions of Faith, and 1 ons to 
them; but, even then, it Would not have been certaig 


that he did mean them; becauſe, though he had quite 9: 


ther Sentiments of them, there might be ther. Things, 
not yet removed, to which he might intend to give that 
Appellation, and o wiſh for the Removal af them; But 
a Man who, ſpeaking of a preſent Happinefs, uſed theſe 
Words, © while the great Bars, Sc. are removed; could 
not poſfibly mean ſuch Confeſſious and Subſcriptions, if 
he knew how to expreſs himfelf accarding to the plaine 


both Parts of Great Britain; In ſhast, it is plain, that 
under che Character of *'th: great Bars, e. L cannot 
be ſpeaking of any Thing wot remaved, Which I a for rec 
moving; as the Reverend. Pregbyfery: exprefies it, but of 
what :s aZually remoged; and if this; now; be not plain; 
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** 4 <td. alt, - 1 — 
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e {criptions:?? Hut this is plainly ndr co found thae Charge on 


355 » . ; F iz * pf; 3 . 7 $45 i 1 
any Words of mine, but ofi a Conſequence from another Tenet 


to have been led by that Principle 5o..every- othe 
maintain. Hut neither can I grant che Allegauen to be Matt 
of Fact, becauſe I know it to he 4 Miſtake, The great Doctoſ 
Owen, in a Treatiſe which he has. written on purpoſe, in De- 


fence of Toleration, and againſt the civil Magiltzate's punithis 
Men for theit Errofs if Faith pr Woithip, as ſuch, expeelt regen 


* 
2 
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true PROTESTANTS among us will ever remember, 


with the greateſt Thankfulneſs to God, what * great 
Bars againſt a free and impartial Enquiry, ariſing from 
„ a Regard to worldly Intereſts, and the Fear of Man's 
% Judgment,“ have formerly taken place in theſe Lands, 
and are zow,-by the Bleſſing of God, removed; but if a- 
ny Man ſhould be of Opinion, that Confeſſions of F aith, 
and Subſcriptions thereto, muſt be inc luded, wherever 
theſe general Expreſſions, great Bars agaiuſt a'free and 
impartial Enquiry, are made uſe of, even though they are 
uſed in ſuch a Manner, as plainly to exclude tuch Con- 
feſſions from being any Part of the intended Meaning; 1 


muſt beg leave to differ from him. 


Tze ſubſequent Enlarge ments of the Reverend Bre- 
thren, upon this Article, contain little more than Miſre- 
preſentations of ſome Words of mine, which I have al- 


ready obviated on the preceeding Article, together with 
ſome Reflections of their own, which are much below 


Men of their Character. The Doctor propoſes, that 
valuable Improvements in all uſeful Knowledge may 


take place, vi. in Religion and Morality, which, we 


"V4 


„ think, muſt be either ſome Diſcoveries of the Abſurdi- 
<* ty of ſome. received Doctrines in our Confeſſion, or, 
that ſome new Doctrines in Divinity will be found 
© out, which have not been heard of before. Do they 
Jo? Do they, in Reality, know of no valuable Improve- 
ments in religious Knowledge, but finding out new Do- 
Qrines, or exploding old ones? It has hitherto been 


thought a valuable Improvement, when religious Know- 


ledge ſpreads, when it gets into more Minds, eſpecially 
if, in its happy Influence, it gets Poſſeſſion of more Hearts; 


4 + Li * « 0 Fe FR 
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mends © the conſtang practice of the Church in forme? Ages 


« to conſent into ſome Form of wholeſom Words, that might 
1 be's . teſſera of their Communion in Doctrine,“ 
as a Practice uſed in prime Antiquity, — having alſo Wur- 
« rant from the Word of God, and being of ſingular Uſe to 
© hold out unto all other Churches of the World our Appre- 
© henſion of the Mind of God in the chief Heads of Religion. 
Sermons and Tracts, F. p. 315.“ I might alfo adduce, as an 
Inſtance, the worthy Author of the Preface to the Confeſſion of 
Faith, ſee above, p. 17. and ſeveral other Inſtances might be 
brought; but theſe may ſuffice, 1 | 
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ed, though the Truths publickly profeſſed in the Church 
remain the ſame; when old Truths receive a further Illu- 
ſtration, and the Evidence of them is ſet in a clearer and 
ſtronger Light; when the Objections againſt them are 


more fully and clearly confuted, and the Abſurdity of 
theſe made more to appear. But it might ſeem an Aﬀront 


to. the Underſtanding -of the Reverend Synod to inſiſt 
longer on theſe Things. F 
Further, the Reverend Brethren, for ſupporting this 


Article of the Charge, refer to theſe Words in my Char. 


Serm. p. 30. * Sure Iam, that a wiſe and practical Im- 
* e I [this Rule] would lead us to the true 
% Way to Peace in the Chriſtian Church; would engage 


&« us to follow more after that Unity in Affection, which 
« is far more valuable in the Sight of God and Chriſt, as 
_ © well as more attainable, than the moſt exact Unifor- 


& mity in Opinion, and would never permit us to violate. 
© that Charity and Love which is the End of the Com- 
* mandment, in contending about other Things, which, 
at beſt, ean only have the Place of the Means, and are of 
no Value in Chriſtianity, further than as they are ſub- 
&« ſervient to the End.” What are theſe Words adduced 
for? © as i, ſay they : 
* Church without Unity in the Faith; and as if there 


* could be a ſolid and well founded Peace in the Church 


* without Uniformity in the Articles of Faith,” Here, 
i they meant to ſay any Thing againſt me, they ſhould, 
inſtead of Unity in the Faith, and Uniformity in the Arti- 


les of Faith, have ſubſtituted in both Places 7he moſt exadt  _ 


Uniformity in Opinion; and then it would have been ob- 


vious, how much their Quotations from Scripture, and 


the Harmony of Confeſſions, were to the Purpoſe, 


* Uniformity of Opinion among Miniſters, fay they, is. | 
declared by ſubſcribing Confeſſions,” I have always 
thought, that'no Tus could be declared by this, than an 


22 in the Points determined in the Confeſſion they 
ſcribed; and I am very well ſatisfied, that 1000 Mi- 
niſters might, with the utmoſt Sincerity, ſubſcribe any 
one Confeflion in the whole Harmony, and yet the moſt 


erat Uniformity in Opinion not be found betwixt any two 


2 - paring 


when particular Mens £3. are diſcovered and correQ- 


Charity and Peace could be in the 


6 9.5 
Paſfige We in Afedieg among 
Peer yo and 25 5 exat Us: dy is Opinion; And | 
ſay, the firſt is far more valuable in the Sight of God 
and Clrilt, and alſo, more attainable, than the laſt; and, 
Will! any Meinbet of this Church Fauna the contrary? 
| ns, not, why is this Paſſage gnoted ag inſt me? or whar 
Error. can be fixed on me it? o. what Purpoſe 
too, are the laſt Words of that Paſſage quoted againſt me? 
I hope, not t inſinuate, that we are ever by violate that 
bod Charity: and Love which is the End of the 1 
= ment, in contending abode. er 1 ngs wh ch have 
only the Place of the M I thank God, [ have 
never learned any ſuch P da from Confeſhon, of 


Faith, nor imagined m if bound to an uch hing 
Ty Surge fo f Fl » by 
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The- Furth Article is,“ Tha I am greatly concern» 

Fed 705 a = fe free Education of a ra by Parents 
a and other InſtruQors, vn conſiſtent with = Dire- 
a 3 thereof appr wy, 4 this and other Proteſtant 
1 urches, and connined in their teſpedtive Catechiſins; 
10 becauſe they contain theſe particular and peculiar Do- 
& Qrines which I call their Shibboleth of a Party,” For 
Proof of of this the Reverend 2 refer to Ref. Serm, 
3. J. 21. ut, that my Meaning may be plain and 
bvious, and the Cloud caſt ee the more effectually 
iff pated, I muſt lay the whol hee before the 4 
. ren 


; f ; 
% . . . 


(a) That PCA ave ow: which, 3 hot the whole do. 
vg of Part of this | Sermon, I have aſſerted and proved to be 
the End of 1 the Commandment, includes univerſal Benevolence L 
4% the Love of Ecoaneſs. Sec Serm. p. 6, rt. and p. 13. Tig 
Charity out of Faith unſtigned, animated by a frm and effe- 
« Rial Belief of the or t Truths of Religion and Chriſtianity z 
* ſuch a Faith #s proves its own Siricetiry arid Strenę ty 
& Fp its ting by 26s Our having as favottrable un 
on concerning the nafacters nd A Hen of « bur Ncizhbouar: 
8s Things will bear, is but one Branch of this Chitricyz and ein 
never include, that we hold that Man for a rate Chriſtitn, WN, 
Scher by his Profeſhon, or his Aﬀions, openly declargs hitnſolf 
ho true Chriſtian; tho Hill chere will remain other Branches _ 
| Aarne ro to be Exerciſed, Alt) or rn and eue #0. * 
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d Synod. I fpeak it with very 
prod Sj help being apprehenliv eo RE 0 
& Debaucher 10 6s much lamented in many, who are ob- 


7 ſerved to have had the Benefit of a teligians Eduta- 


e tion, may often be found to proceed in 2 great meaſure 

10 from that very Education itſelf, as it is managed: For 
I may appeal to attentive Ob Whether that which 
H obtains the Name of a religious Education, does not 
& often turn out in ſuch 5 a ſhape as this? The Care vi 

« Parents, or Iuſtructors, about the religious Part of E- 
« . duration, i is almoſt wholly ſpent in inculcating upon 
„young ones.the Shjbbolezh of a Party; making them ac. 


60 
quainted with, arid inſtilling into them a Nexard for 
6 the partiular' Doctrines or ' peculiar Forms of cheir 


own Sect; in which there may oft4imes be found i 
1 „ Mixture” of Things abſurd or trifling ; which yet 

* inculcated with 5 as great Earneſtueſß, and by the ſame 
6 Methods, with the moſt weighty and important Points; 
40 while great pains are taken to inſpire in them at the 
« ſame time a {trong Averſion to thoſe of another Way 


4 of thinking, and chat by Methods which even a chil- | 


4 diſh Capacity ma iſbern to be contrary to Equity an 

40 Charity,” 1 as this is the only Place ere — 
theſe Words the Shibboleth of a Party, it may be obvious 
to the Reverend Synod with what whe, ri th it is aſſerted, 
* That I call the particular and peculiar Dockrines con- 


* tained in the reſpective Catechiſins of the Proteſtant 
Churches zheir Shibboleth of a Party? and alſo, with 
what Truth the Reverend Erethren (differing a little 


from the Reverend Presbytery 3 — aſſerted 
7. 1. 20. of their Libel, © ne 1 ame Cnc 

be chemſelves the PSkibbotelh of a Party.? I confeſs I am 
not able to ſee, what Point of Error, © _ to the 

— of this Church, can be found in any Part of _ 
my Sermon now read. It cannot, fu 


be, that my Words impl Iy, That among the Profeſlped 5 
eyeral Sefts or Parties; or, that 


Fe of Religion there are 
L ow Parties are diſtingu iſhed by particular DoRtines; 
peculiar F arms, i. e, . — 1 of Worihi ;o 

for, that 


Arkie, 2 evid ent from the Dili 


bike 


* 
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4 Frines of Secs, or their peculiar Forms of Worſhi 


38 ? 3 
* making young ones acquaitited with — the particular 
*%.Do&trines or peculiar Forms of a Sect.“ Nor can it 
be an Error to ſay, * That among the particular Do- 


3 


ſhip 
„there may oft-times be found a Mixture of Things ab- 
e ſurd or trifling.” This is a Fact, I dare ſay, all the 


| Miniſters of the Church of Scotland are ſufficiently con- 


vinced of; and do not need that I ſhould adduce particu- 
lar Inſtances of it. Nor can it be any doQrinal Error, 


to infinuate, * That theſe particular Doctrines and pe- 


& culiar Forms have ſometimes an extravagant Streſs 


c laid upon them, and are made invidious Marks of Di- 


* ſtinction, to mark out People for Hatred or Miſchief ; 
te and may then be called zhe Shibboleth of a Party.” 
That it is only in this View that I could give them that 


Name, plainly appears, not only from the natural Force 


of the Alluſion to the Uſe made of the Word Sh:bbolerh 
. xii. 6. (and I have no Concern to anſwer for the 
Propriety of the Uſe of that Word in any Man's Wri- 


tings but my own, ) but alſo, from the whole Strain of 


the following Part of that Head; in which I explain what 
I mean, by theſe general Words, © Inculcating upon 
* young ones the Sh:bbolezh of a Party; viz. not only 
making them acquainted with, and inſtilling into them 


_ © aRegard for the particular Doctrines or peculiar Forms 
e of their own Sect, even when there may be found a 
Mixture of Things abſurd or trifling in them; but alſo, - 


% inculcating theſe things with as great Earneſtneſs, and 
„by the ſame Methods, with the moſt weighty and im- 
« portant Points; while great pains are taken to inſpire 
in them at the ſame time a ſtrong Averſion to thoſe of 
“ another Way of thinking, c.“ Neither can it, cer- 
tainly, be any Error in Doctrine to ſay, * That often Pa- 
rents and other Inſtructors are guilty of ſuch a piece 
« of Miſmanagement in the religious Part of the Educa- 
* tion of Children.” I don't ay 41 Inſtructors, as my 
Accuſers would ſuggeſt, to make way for their being 
ſmart upon me; nor all Parents neither, bleſſed be Gd; 
but © often the Care of Parents or Inſtructors, about the 
* religious Part of Education, is almeſt wholly: ſpent in 
e inculcating upon young ones the Shibboleth of a Pare 
# ty, C6.“ It this was a Miſtake in me, | 


1 


be a Miſtake in Fact; 19 L thould heartily rejoyce to ſind 


it o. Nor can it, methinks, be any Error to blame ſuch 
a Conduct; for, amidſt the various and inconſiſtent Opi- 
nions and Forms by which different Proteſtant Churches 
are ſtill diſtinguiſhed, I know of no Directories for the 
Education of Ghildren approved by any of them,“ which 
oblige Parents or other Inſtructors to ſpend their Care 
< | almoft wholly in ineulcating upon young ones the parti- 


0 cular Doctrines or peculiar F orms of their own Sect, | 
and to lay ſuch an extravagant Streſs upon theſe as I am 


blaming ; or which approve of ſuch a Conduct; and do 
not rather lead them to ſpend moſt ef their Care in incul- 
cating upon young ones theſe moſt weighty Points in 
which good Men and ſerious Chriſtians agree, and uſing 
their utmoſt Endeavours to bring them to ſuch a Faith of 
theſe as worketh by Love. I hope, therefore, it cannot 


be reckoned a Crime, or to imply any Error, for a Mi- 


niſter of the Goſpel to ſpeak with great Concern: of ſuch 


groſs Miſmanagements as I am finding Fault with, in an 
Affair of ſuch importance as the Education of Children, 


and of the Miſchiets occaſioned by them : And, when 1 
aſcribe the Looſeneſs and Debauchery ſo much lament- 
„ed in many who are obſerved to have had the Benefit of 


a religious Education” to ſuch Milmanagements iu it. TY 
L p74, 4 


Ido not aſſert it ſo poſitively as the Brethren would in- 


ſinuate; but expreſs my ſelf thus, I cannot help being 


© apprebenfive,; that the Looſeneſs, c. may often be 


found to proceed in 4 great meaſure, &5c.” This is 
what I ſpeak with very great Concern ; ” neither to 
banter, nor ridicule, nor make Satires; but to lament, 

and, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, Habe a juſt and ſerious 


Reproof; Neither do I ſpeak © 
banchery, as proceeding from one of the 
ments Limernion ; but from all of them together: And 
what Way I was apprehenſive that Looſeneſs and De- 
bauchery did in a great meaſure proceed from them, I 


this _— and De- 
E 


have made ſufficiently plain at the End of that Part of 


my Sermon: When the raw unform'd Youth comes 
once to diſcover a Flaw or Weakneſs in ſome Things 
„that, it may be, he has been taught to look upon as e- 
qually ſacred with God and Virtue, Goodneſs and 
Honeſty; muſt it not be natural for him, upon Is 3 72 


Miſmanage- 


— 
* 


* 


©. Diſcovery, wich the Concurrence of wild PiMont ated 
. haity Conelufions ? to throw up at once every thing 


 impertett State, accompanied with an unhappy 


1 to no regular Government; to draw very general and 


% he has been formerly taught? S JJ. 
Upon the whole? Lappeat to atregive Obſervers; (and 
1 hope ſuch ſhalt be found in the Reverend Synod as well 


as among my Hearers at Loudon) what Foundation there 
is for an; Accyfation againft me upon this Article; fir 


teſs for the hideous Outcries made againſt me, as vilify- 
ing the Catcchiftns' of the Proteſtam Churches: And 
vchether it may not juſtly be ſaid of the Satire the Reve- 
rend Brethren imputè to me, qui capit alle facit. 


The Reverend Brethten, in their Entargements upon 


this Article, as if ſenſible of the Want of Argument, be- 
| gin'with theſe Outcries ? This Paſſage is fuch a bold 


Attack upon the Education of Children in the united 
« Kingdom, on the Managers of it, and the Fhings 
taught them, chat there is not @ Sentence-ir it but gives 
4 great Offence to us, and to many intelligent Chriſti- 
& ans.“ And again, < Fhis is a bitter Satire on the com- 
4 mon Education in theſe Nations; and, as av Evidence 
& of it, he appeals to attentive Obſervers 5 and no doubt 
& ſuch were to be found among hit Heaters,” The At- 
tack might perhaps be a 591d olle; but it was only On the 


Practice of thoſe, who ſhow greater Concern about train» 


1g up young ones to a Form Godliueſi than to the Power 
41 Jome fuch I might hope would, by the Bleſſing of 
God; be convinged and reformed by it; little expecting, 
that any of the Character of Miniſters of the Goſpel would 
riſe up to teach them to ſtorm at the Reproof : Others of 
that Stamp, who pleafed themſelves with fraining up 
Children in a Form of Godlineſs, inſtead of exercifing 4 
judicious Concern about bringing chem to the Power of 
it, I might lay my Account would take Offence at that 
Paſlage z but if any intelligent Chriſtians take Offence at 
it, it muſt be owing to ſomething elſe; than either their 
Underſtanding or their Chriſtianity: And indeed they, 
Who do not altogethe want ſome Meaſutes:of good Un- 
derſtanding, — true Chriſtianity too, have theſe; in this 
| an ur Mixture 

of Frailties and Paſſions, that may lead them to take Of- 
fence where they ought not; or may make LINE, | 


1 
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& ſuch „ to do it if they arè not fu ith 
ently difpoſtd to it of themſelves. But if the indulging 
mes and-Pafſions is to be a Reſtraint on dhe 
Freedom and BoWneſs of 4 Miniſter"of the Goſpel, in 
reproving Faults that are groſs and of pernicious Conſe- 
quence, there's an End; of his Faichfalneſs: If I thus | 

e Men; I am not the Servant of Fel Cr. To. 
trengthen their Accufarion-upon' this Head; the Revc⸗ 
rend Brethren refer ro ſome Paſſages in my Charity Sers 
mot, which I might content my felt with Teaving it to the 
Reverend Synvd, upon the bare reading of them, to judge 


What Error they can be reckoned to contain contrary tv 


the Doctrine of this Church: The ft of them is in 2. 


2. ® The Charadter of Brotherly Love is what out ble... 


* fed Saviour pitches upon, as the ſhining and diſtinguiſh» 


4 ing Mark by which alf Men are to know his Di- 
4 ſciples : (For this I quote Job xiii. 35,) Our Title 
* to the Character of Chriftians is, by our bleſſed Savis 
4 our; put not upon tie Clæarneſs of our Heads, but ow = 


_ © the Hoheſty and Sincerity of our Hearts; not upon tha 


« Exattneſs of our ſpeculative Notions in Matters of Ins 
> tricacy and Nicety, but on the Coe of our Dijpeſis 
& 75025.” Fhete Words of this Faffage, 66 not upon the 
% Exactnefs of our ſpeculative Notions in 8 


_ © Intriciey aud Nicety,” the Reverend Brethren, in gu- 
ting it, change into not upon dur Notions in'the Mats © 


ters of fifricacy and Nicety.” Aud as this is the Om 
ly Place where Fuſe the Words Murers of Nicery; let 25 
ny candid Perfon judge what! Foungatioff the Reverer « 


their Libel) That I calf fome Truths 


greeab} to them, as J conceive; am- ſpeaking of zh# 


are to'knoW 
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(4). 
mon here referred to is in p. 29. 33 of the 
* Chriftian Inſtitution is not, to try our Wit, and exer- 
L ciſe ourPenetration ; or (N. B. ſay the Reverend Bre- 
_ thren, and I join with them) * to train us up to be exqui- 
ite and ſubtle Metaphyſicians ; but, ro purify our 
Hearts to Love, and toedify the Body of Chriſtin Love.“ 
Now, here, N. B. 1/7, That this is the only Paſſage in 
theſe two Sermons, where I at all uſe the Words train 
up to be exquiſite Metaphyſicians ; from which it may be 
+ obvious to any honeſt Man, on what Foundation it is aſ- 
«  ſerted by the Reverend Brethren (p. J. I. 19. of their Libel) 
That I call the teaching of the Youth ſome Doctrines 
« which they are taught from their Catechiſins, a training 
& of them up to be exquiſite Metaphyſicians : Do I do ſo 
here? or, Do I uſe thoſe Words in any other Place? 
Next, Are the Words of mine above mentioned quoted 
as an Error? then the contrary muſt be Truth, viz, That 
4% A the main End of the Chriſtian Inſtitution is act, to pu- 
_ e rify our Hearts to Love, &c. but to try our Wit, and 
8 _ © exerciſe our Penetration; or, to train us up to be ex- 
| 4 quiſite and ſubtle Metaphyſicians.“ But, ſay the Re- 
169 « verend Brethren, This is the Language of the licen- 
1 "= „ tious Thinkers of the Age, with reſpect to the Myſteries 
Wi al 2 * of our holy Religion: But, dare they ſay, and can they 
: Prove, that it is ny Language with reſpect to theſe? The 
cyerend Brethren go on: That the Doctor is not 
* friendly to the training of young ones in the Know- 
* © ledge of the Articles cl Faith; we need only mention 
* his concluding Advice to them,” (Char. Serm. p. 39. 
and what is that 5) “Read carefully your Bibles ; thoſe 
£4 * Partsefpecially which you can beſt underſtand; the Book 
* of Proverbs, the Parables of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
* his excellent Sermon upon the Mount.” In quoting 
this Paſſage the Reverend Brethren leave out the Word e- 
ſpecrally ; but, when the Paſſage is fairly quoted, it is e- 
vident, that I exhort the young ones to read carefully their 
Bibles, i. e. their whole Bibles; and then theſe Parts eſpe- 
Cially : But, ſay the Reverend Brethren, © Will theſe 
4 Parts lead the Youth to a juſt Underſtanding of the 
** Principles of Chriſtianity ? I hope they will be led to 
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that, by the Bleſſing, of God, if they carefully read their 
whole Bibles, and theſe Parts eſpecially. I may leave it 
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now to'the Reverend 1 to judge, what a wonderful 
rethren have here given, of m 


Inſtance the Reverend 
not being friendly to the training of young ones in the Kno- 
Jedge of the Articles of Faith; and alſo, what Concluſion 


againſt me can be dra wu from any Omiſſions in my Ser- 


mon 


1 bfth Article contains no leſs than a Charge of | 
Prophaneneſs, a M ord the Reverend Brethren ſay they rr 
determined to 50 But the Reverend Synod know ho r 


eaſy it is, for Men who are ſo minded, to give the hard- 


eſt Names to any thing. He prophanely diminiſhes, 


ſay the Reverend Presbytery, * the due Weight and In- 


« fluence of Arguments taken from the Awe of future 
Rewards and Puniſhments, while he alledges, 2 : 
eſe 


«© without explaining the Nature and Juſtice: 


« moſt 2 evident and plain Articles of Religi- 


© on, the ſame can contribute no more to form the Minds 


_ © of the Youth to a Senſe of Good and Evil, than Whips 
“ and Sugar-plumbs.” The Paſſage referred to, for 
Proof of this, is in p. 34. J. 5. of the Reformation Sermon, 
where I mention it, as another great Fault in the Educa- 
tion of Children; when, © inſtead of forming their Minds 


© to a rational Senſe of Good and Evil, a Taſte and Re- 
* liſh for true Piety and Virtue, upon fuch Principles as 
„vill ſtand the Teſt of a moſt ſtrict Examination; any 
« Inſtances of good Practice they are taught are recom- 
* mended and enforced by mere Authority, or by the 


* Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments; which, as 
© they are made Uſe of, without ever explaining the Na- 
ture and Juſtice of them, can contribute no more to 


* 9 


promote a liberal Piety and Virtue, a Reliſh for true 


* Goodneſs, and Savour of Honeſty in the Mind, than 

Whips and Sugar-plumbs.” Here it will be obvious 

to the Reverend e that the Things which I ſay, the 
ewar 


Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments, made Uſe of 
without ever explaining the Nature and Juſtice of them, 


ar-plumbs are; a liberal Piety and Virtue, a Reliſh 


for true Goodneſs, and Savour of Honeſty in the 


* Mind.” By which Words I conceive the Reverend 


Synod will cafily fee, oe IG can be intended, ut 
” "Ex DE 


can contribute no more to promote, than Whips and Su- 
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Care is taken to convince them of the Righreon/ne/s of theſe 
| Judgments, CPC 


ſe af. the 
cetneſs 
light in 


Rer of qþe Galpel, commumote, either in old or ypung (a). 


may fefer it to the Judgment of the Reverend 


if they do ſo and ſo, the Governor of the Worid will give 
em everlaſting Pleaſure in another Life; and, if they 
otherwiſe, A will inflict everlaſting Torment upon 
them; can contribute any more to promote in them rh 
Love of God aud Goodneſs, than the Pain of the Rod with 
which the Parent himſelf corrects their Faults, or the 


ſenſual Gratifications with which he rewards their Obe- 


lience ; if, all abr while, be never joins with theſe Warn- 
ings any Explication of the amiable and adorable Chara- 
e e bag want ee 


wS nels 


3 . n 
(s) Here it is alledged, That ſuch a Piety and Virtue is 


& not to be promoted in Children; but is the peculiar Arcain- 


. ment of advanced Chriffians.” but I hope, a Piety and 


Virtue flowing from the Love of God Himſelf, and not merely 


from Fears or Hopes as to Futurity, is, in ſome meaſure, the 


Atrainment of every trut Chriſlian: And, without determining 


' how early a liberal Piety and Virtue may be hramoted in Chil: 


dren, might not one juſtly find fault with conſining our ſelyes 
to the Ule of any Motives with them in ſuch a manner as as 
no direct Tendency to-promete it? And, for my part, Fam not 
able to fee, why Children are not capable of heing taught the 

(redneſs of God, as ſoon as they can be taught Bis very Being; 
or why they may not (by the Bleſſing of God) be trained up 
to love him, as early as to be afraid” of his Judgments : And f 
muſt ow. 4 apprehend it to be of pernicious Conſequence, to 
begin fooner with teaching Children to be afraid of God's Judg+ 
ments, than with teaching them to love him; eſpecially, if no 
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« « hen fm ti 5 Eee by 

| ſhould think, 7 canes + : char» 

got With dimmiſhin or concealing Us duè Wei ht r_ 
Influence of ſuch - nts,” who make 

them, withous ever exploning ae ature and Jer of 

theſe Rewards and Puniſuments; ſeeing to me It is evi: 

dent, that from zhis _ chief Weight and moſt p 


Influence is derived. [ beg leave to add, upon this Head, bo 2 
that, ih declaring the Principle which I ft! apprehend BY. 


be Truth, I made Uſe of the Expreſſion, Whips and Sa- 


gariplungbs ; ; reckoning that, in the Place where I uſed it, 


it was : 3 and ſtr ſtrong Manner of expreſſing my Senti⸗ 
range have in reflecting upon it, long before it was ta- 
ken 2X 5 of by the Reverend Presbytery, beęn appre ; 
henfive'it might by reckoned too familiar a a pale for the 
Gravity of a Sermon ; and, if the Reverend Synod — 
this Mind, I an} very ready to alter it, or any proper | 
Phraſe they may de o kind as. to ſu me, which 


=m_ not be liable to that Exception (a). is Declaratis , 


made before the Meeting of the Reverend. — 1 
November laſt, in the Hearing of the Reverend 
or moſt of chem; and all de URI can find they 5 
made of it is, to repreſent me as © treating future Re- 
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tad: 171 was to liſh a new Edicon le I 
chuſe to expreſs. ATT. without the Complar;/on, Houl 
Which, as they are made uſe of withour ever explaining the 


©, Nature and "juſtice of them, cangor d directly ontribure 10 


be het 1 liberal Piet N anne 1 
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the Terms of the Reverend Presbytery ry's: Marge, as well 5 
as miſrepreſent my Words, by flatly aſſerting, p. 7. I. 
x6. of their Libel) that 1 ile future Rewards and Pu- 


J niſhments Ii f ps aud Sage,. pure, though I am ſure | 


T have heard many a more familiar Phraſe from our Pul- 
its, and from very worthy Men too, without ſuch ſevere 
Re exions caſt upon them; and when the good Men 


were no more in Jeſt than I was when I uſed that Phraſe. 


Upon this Article the Reverend Brethren make ſtrange 


Work. Firſt, They fall of analyzing the whole Para- 
graph of my Sermon, in which, they lay, I condeſtend 


on three Inſtances of Miſmanagement in 'a religious 
Education.“ By their Leave, there is four of them, 
diſtinctly marked and ſeparated by Colous (a), 1/7, N x: 


(a) The fr regards the Manner of inſtructing Children, and 
inſtilling Principles into them; where 1 find fault with “ lay- 
ce ing an extravagant Streſs on particular Doctrines, or peculiar 
« Forms of Worſhip, beyond their real and comparative Im- 
ce portance.”; The ſecond regards the Manner of training them 


to a good Practice; where I blame © uſing mere Authority, 


cc or the Awe of Futurity in a defective Manner; inſtead of 
* forming their Minds to a Taſte and Reliſh for true Piety and 
ce Virtue.” The third, the Manner of accuſtoming them to 
the Offices of Religion, (which, when rightly gone about, are 
the great Means of all Goodneſs ; ) where 1 nd fault that 
« due Care is not uſed to carry their Underſtandings and Af. 
ce fections along, in going about theſe Offices; but they are 
© made a mere Force upon them: And forced Prayers, i was 
always taught in my early Days, are not good for the Soul. 
The fourth regards the Way of managing their Afeftions and 
Paſſions ; where | blame © the not improving their kind and 
ce generous Affections; but humouring their ſelfiſh Paſſions and 
ce Appetites.” Theſe were Faults which I apprehended I had 


_ obſerved, even in the Conduct of ſuch as I could not juſtly 


charge with 1 to train up their Children in the Know. 
ledge of Chriſt Jefus, and the Way of Salvation by him, and 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel 3 whom, chereforo, I never thought 
of charging with it. And it was far from my Intention to libel 
any Perſon, in taking notice of theſe Faults; 1 apprehend,'I 1 
am not ſo particular as will bear that Conſtrution : But — 5 4 


Deſign was, to lament theſe Faults ; to reach home a Repr 


where Conſcience might ſpeak ir juſt; and, by the Bleſſing of 


4 


God, to reclaim by the Reproof, an 
lations and Directions; in which it is eaſy to fee I was obli 


WWW 
their Care almoſt wholly in ineul eating upon young ones 
the Shibboleth of a Party, in which is included what the 


Reverend Brethren call the ſecond, inſpiring them with 2 


ſtrong Averſion to thoſe of another Way of thinking, &c. 
The ſecond, which the Reverend Brethren call the zhird, 

is what we are now upon, regarding the Manner of train- 

ing them to a good Practice: As to which, I blame, firſt, 

the neglecting to form their Minds to a rational _ 


— * as; ths 


to be ſhort. Theſe Directions have been ſtrangely found our 


to contain my whole Syſtem of the Education of Children, and 


to be a mere Syſtem of Natural N impor though 1 am ſure 
they are not, nor ever were intended for a Syſtem of either that 
or any thing elſe. This ſtrange Diſcovery the Reverend Bre- 
thren had made no mention of in their Libel; ſo that I thought 
it might be conſtrued impertinent in me to take any notice of 


it in my Anſwers: But it was kept, it ſeems, in reſerve for an 
after Game. It was a Cents” which, when it firſt caſt up, 
my fel | 


reatly ſurpriſed not only f, bur ſeveral candid and un- 
Piallel Perſons, how it could ever enter into any Man's Head. 
From this Diſcovery it is charitably inferred,” * That I am not 
« for training up young ones in the Knowledge of Chriſt and 


ce the Doctrines of the Goſpel,” becauſe no mention is made 


of theſe in thoſe Directions: Though it is plain, the Direk-. 
ons are only intended as Hints how the Faults I had been re- 


proving might be amended : Among which I had not cha 


c a neglecting to train up Children in the Knowledge of Chriſt 


ce and the Doctrines of the Goſpel; as my Deſign was only to 


take notice of ſuch Faults in Education as I thought I had obs 
ſerved in thoſe whom J could not juſtly charge with ſuch a 
Neglect. If the Hints given are not pertinent or proper for 
amending the Faults mentioned, there is a great Defect here; 


and I know my ſelf too well, not to be ſenſible of my Lia» _ 
bleneſs to ſuch Defects: But if ſuch Weakneſſes are to be con- 
ſtrued into Crimes, there will be no End of libelling. What 
my Sentiments are concerning the Neceſſity of training up young 


ones in the Knowledge of Chriſt and the Doctrines of the Go- 


ſpel (was my Character in this Church ſunk ſo low, as that 
could be a Queſtion) might be in ſome meaſure! gathered, by 


any candid Obſeryer, from ſeveral Hints in my Charity. Sermon, 


22 * J. 15. Oc. p: 35. J. 21. c. 5. 38. l 2 Ge. . yr 7 1 


and the ſubſequent Ex oſtu⸗ 


— 


* 


of Good and Exif, Sc. nd ben tne Gf „ 
Z they are taught,” 4 5 

4 commended and enforced by mere Aunbority, or by 
d the Ave of future Rewards and Puniſunenrs, "which: 
L as they are made-uſs of, Wc.” As to my blaming the 
_ enforcing by mene Avahorrey, I do not find that the Reve- 
fend Preebyr ery have paſt any Cenſure upon it; nor can 
Fe what Raul —ͤ— — mean to find with 


; >» I though, in ſubjoining what they call my Explicati- - 


on of it, they leave out Fart of my Words. 

As to what I fay upon the laſt tead, nothing could be 
| from my Intention, than (what I think my Words 
no Way lead to) depreciatin the Arguments which 
holy Scripture makes uſe of to work on our Hopes 
and Fears; or laying aſide the Uſe that is there made of 
mem; tho {611 i muſt think, that if we are not actuated 
in Religion by a Principle of —_— our Religion is but 
' mercenary; it we are mov d only ae Hopes and Fears, 

. unleſs theſe are animated by a 8 of the Nature of 
thoſe future Enjoyments which good Men expect, and 
wicked Men forgo. It is my obvious Intention in that 
Paſfige, to fpeak not of what may indireQly and occaſi - 
onatly uſher in at Iaſt “ a liberal Piet je and Virtue,” by 
. a Sinner out of his Security, eterring him from 
vitious Courſes, and awakening him to ſerious Conſide 
ration; but of what are the dire&t Motives to, and Prin, 
Ciples of 4 liberal _—_ and Virtue. Pis in this Senſe 
ouly that I ever i ed to fay, that the Awe of fu · 
by — Rewards and Puniſhments, made uſe of in the 
Manner expreſſed, could contribute no more to pro- 

_ © mote thefe, c., Neither can I be underſtood to aſs 
fert this concerning that Awe; if, in uſing it, there is 

ined an Explication of the N: ature and Ju tice of theſe 

ewards and Puniſhments; but * it is made uſe 00 | 
ee erplaining this; not every Time they are made uſe 
of, but without ever explaining it. By all which it may 

appear With what Judgment — Reverend Brethren ſay, 

wr Qualification does not help the Matter much; for, 

« ſay — aur Saviour, Marth. v. 29, 30, and xxv. 46: 

—— the SEN of Religion on his Hearers, (I 

« ſuppoſ ar ales Moteves) without explaining 


6 the — hoy and J ice of them.“ But on 


e cordinę to his W. 
| gins with theſe Words, © Seeing it is a righteous N N 


— 3 
5 : 


. * 
* 


tad done fo in the Inſtances they 
Without ever explaining theſe? © 
new how to form their Minds to a true 


af Vir- 


tue, and Reliſh for Goodnefs;” and, I beg leave to 


” 


add, knew how to make uſe of ther Methods for it too: 


Witneſs the amiable Diſcovery he gives us of God; his 


excellent Inſtructions concerning the true Nature of un- 

feigned and unaffected Piety and Virtue; his noble and 

perfect Example, in which he ſets its Beauty ſo owe. * 
n 


before our Eyes; his tender Expoſtulations ; and the k. 


Methods by which he proved the merciful Deſign of his 
coming into the World. But the Inſtances the Reverend 
| Brethren adduce, of our Saviour and his Apoſtles max- 
ing uſe of the Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments, : 
without explaining the Nature and Juftice of them, ap- 


pear to me pretty ſtrange ones; for ary Fes in Mas. 
V. 29, 585 there was no Explication of the Nature or Ju- 
itice o 


hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, fot they ſhall be 
„filled,“ viz. with that K:ghreonſneſs they hunger and 
thirſt after; and © bleſſed are the pure in Heart, tor they 


* 


« ſhall ſee God:“ To ſee God, and be filled with Righte=. 
onſneſt, are conſiderable Explications of the Nature of 


heavenly Enjoyments. The other A in Matth. xxyv. 
46. appears yet more oddly adduced 


Account of the final Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſn- 


ments, that, 67 God © will render to every Man 2 


orks; and the other, 2 Thef. i. 6- be- 
with God to recompenſe Tribalazion to them that trouble 
** you, and to you who are zroxbled, Reſt, &c. I leave 
it to the Reverend Synod to judge how much their Quo- 


tations from the Cunfeſſion of Faith and Catechilms ate to 


* . 


te Purpoſe: Nox can I think ir fo hard 4 Task for pi 
„„ ; G . Parepts, 


adduce, thes he de 
TE: | 


of future Puniſhments, yet are there not ſtrong and 
cleat Hints of the Nature of future Rewards in the e- 
inning of that very Diſcourſe? *© Bleſſed are they whos * 


| ced tor their Purpoſe ; 

leeing a great Part of the Scope of that Deſcription of the 

Procedure of the Day of Judgment, where it occurs, ap- 

| pears plainly to be, to ſet forth the Equity and Juſtice of 
the Procedure of that Day. Nor do the Paſſages addu- 

ced from the Apoſtle Paul, ſeem a W hit more to their 

- Purpoſe; the firſt of them, Kom. ii. 6. begins with this 


* 


arents, even of ordinary 05 acitiet, to explain to young 
ones, in ſome Meaſure, the Nature and Juitice of future 
Rewards and Puniſhments; for the holy Scriptures have 
not te& us ſo deſtitute of ſufficient Hints of that Kind, oh⸗ 
vious to every attentive Peruſer of them, as ſome would 
fuggeſt. And I do not mean, as the Reverend Brethren 


would infinuate, © that Patents ſhould propoſe and an- 


e ſwer (or even know of) all the Difficulties and Obje- 
“ Qions ſtarted by Adverſaries” upon that Head; no, I 
think explaining is one Thing, and anſwering Difficulties . 


and Objedtions another: And, according to the Reaſoning. 


of the Reverend Brethren, * the molt Part of pious Pa- 


3 rents could not be ſufficient for the Task “ of teachug 


young ones the very firſt Principles of Religion; but I am 
very well ſatisfied, that a pious Parent, even of ordinary 
Capacity, provided he faithfully employs the e 
God has given him, in the Concerns of his own Soul : 
the Souls of his Children, may attain to himſelf, and 

communicate to his Child, ſatisfying Evidences © that. 


there is a God, who made him and all Things, and 


* who governs them,” without being able to contider or 


_ examine the monſtrous Scheme of Spinoxa, or the other 


fpecious Cavils with which Scepticks and Atheiſts have 
endeavoured to perplex the Evidence of this firſt and 
cleareſt Truth of all Religion. The Doctor, ſay the 


Reverend Brethren, propoſes to inſtil into young ones | 


juſt Notions of Religion from the Nature of Things, 


© and the Relations they have to one another, and from 


the unalterabſe Differcnce betwixt moral Good and 


Evir; but we are affaid that this Method is too philo- 


* ſophica}, and that Parents muſt learn their Metaphy- 
*ficks, and ſtudy the abſtract Eſſences of Things, before 
© they can manage ſuch an Education.” My Propoſal 


is, That great Pains be taken to inſtil into young ones, 


> F 
CC 
ff 


ccording as their Capacities gradually open juſt 
** Notions of the Nature of pure and undeſiled Religion, 
* as *tis founded # a Sexſe of the unalterable Difference 
* betwixt moral Good and Evil, and the Belief of a per- 
= py good God, c.“ Neither can I reckon this ſo 
hard a Lask as the Reverend Brethren would bear us in 


Hand: Toreaſon about the unalterable Difference betwixt 
moral Good and Evil, i» ſucb a Manner as is . to 
| 88 * . e 


_ 
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4 


3 1 
obviate and eonfute the Cavils of Adverſaries 
is one Fhing; and to have aSexſe-of this. unalteradle Dif- 
ference, and communicate that Sexſe to others, is quite 


and Darkneſs, as the 


\ 


"4 


again. 


another Thing. The Difference betwixt moral Good 
and Evil is as certain, and almoſt as clear, as that betwixt 


Light and Darkneſs, with this Difference, that whereas 
the one ſtrikes the out ward Sexſes, the other requires the 
Attention of the Mind to obſerve it: And I am perſuaded, 
that it is not ſo much owing to Want of Capacity, as 
Want of Attention to Things of the preateſt Importance, 
that many diſcover ſo little Senſe 
cannot tell, but if Men had as ſtrong Luſts and Paſſions 
to prompt them to _ the Difference betwixt Light ©.” 
270 iſterenee betwixt Virtue and Licc; 
5 ay con gr Deeds _ ＋ — much to haze the _ 
ral, as the moral Light, they might perplex the ene by Ca- 
N vils as ſpecious, and as hard to be diſtinctly — and 
expoſed, as they bring againſt the other. And yet I am 
very well ſatisfied, that as every Man has naturally a 
_ of the unalterable Difference betwixt moral Good 
and Evil; ſo attentive Perſons of. ordinary Capacities,  ' 


may be able to improve that Senſe in themſelves, and alfo 


3. 
* 


< 


to excite, ſtrengthen, and improve it in their Children; 0 

not by ſuch metaphyſical Reaſoniggs as may be needful 
to meet with theſe Oppoſitions of Science, falfly ſo called, . 
with which Scepticks have endeavoured to Y ere loud the - 


. 


Evidence of this Point, but by plain moral Maxims, ob- 4 


vious Inſtances, and familiar Repreſentations of Pieces 


of good or bad Conduct in Lite and Manners, To con- ke 


firm this, I could, were it needful and proper, adducs * - 


_ Inſtances of plain honeſt Chriſtian Parents, who never 


< learn'd their Metapyticks, nor ſtudied the abſtract E. 


£ ſences of Things, who yet have, by the Blefling of , 
God, early inſtilled into their Children a Senſe of the une 
alterable Difference betwixt moral Good and Evil, chief- 
1y by an attentive and diligent Uſe of that valuable Part 


* 


# 


* Ip 


* 


of holy Scripture, and moſt adapted to this Purpoſe, the ” 7 


* 


Book of Proverbs. 5 M 
But the Reverend Brethren leave their Reaſonings, to 


fall again to their injurious Accuſations. * The Doctor, 


#* ſay they, brandstheſe Arguments,v:z,the Arguments ta» 


* key fromthe Awocf future Rewards and Puniſhments, 


Ga „ 


* 
3 


this Matter: Adi! 
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* Ref. Serm. p. 35. I. 6. But let any Man read the Word 
of mine referred to, in their Connection with the preceec 
ing Paragraph, and then judge, whether it is not to the 
ſeveral awkward Miſmanagements in an Education which 
obtains the Name of a religious one, taken all together; 


$3 
__ ttat | am giving thoſe Names. But this is to introduce 
5 another of their Quotations, and that to draw them on to 
inſinuate, that I am not friendly to the Doctrine of ever- 
aſting Puniſhments;” and why? becauſe, in glofling 


(v. 17 of my Char, Serm.) © The moral PerfeQions 


1 e ge I oY - 

perfect Goodneſs, regulated in its Exerciſe by the 

„ conſummate and unerring Wiſdom.” This, m the Re- 
verend Brethrens Comment. is 0 repreſent God as all 


This Comment of their own the Reverend Brethren may 
7 well repreſent, © as making another God than the Scri- 
nn. t ptures ſpeak of, as excluding vindigtive Juſtice in God, 
\ Wa . and leading to rank Socinaniſm,” or worſe, if they 
4 pleaſe: But as I have all along repreſented the Goodneſs 
We of God, © not as a partial and ungoverned Fondneſs, but 
| + * as the extenſive Goodneſs of the univerſal Governor, 
© and always conducted in the particular Exerciſes of it 
* © by the moſt conſummate Wiſdom; I own the Idea 
| of a good and wiſe Governor, who is not juſt, and is not 
Aa.iſpoſed to paniſh when the Ends of good and wiſe Go- 
-, Vvernment require it, is to me abſolutely unconceivable, 
and an Abſurdity almoſt equal to Tranſubſtantiation itſelf: 
And how God's puniſhing Tranſꝑreſſors from a Regard 
to the Good of his Creation, and to the Purpoſes of his 
good Government, can be put in Oppoſitiom to his puniſh- 
ng tor the Glury of his own Perfectious, and the Hononr 

0 


I may leave it to the Judgment of the Reverend $ynod, 
referred to by the Revetend Brethren, as they ſtand in 


the Idea >, $6 of the moral Character of God, excludes 
a Regard to his own Honour, to the Dignity of his 
„5 * | OE Laws, 


-. and not to the Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments, 


(p. 
| * 30d may all be ſummed up in this one View, the = 


Gooaxeſs, without any Hiſdom to direct its Exerciſe at all. 


his Government; I own I am at a Loſs to underſtand. 
upon reading the ſeveral Paſſages in my Char. Serm. here 


their Connection, and comparing them together, whether 


4 with the Nan of Ke 2 awkward Reſtrain 7 


upon the Words of the Apoſtle, 1 Job iv. 8, 16. I We: 


« Laws, and the 1 'of a. 
I cannot, as the Reverend 193 an by Ix 1 55 5 


Sinners, I think he {till acts wad 21 


the Ref, Serm. p. 23. What Terrors mult ſeize, his 5 


« * ſure of Heaven? which a wicked Man may well de ; 5 
© in Fear of, even from God's Love of Goodneſs, and 
« of the Weltare of his Crea tho? there was h 


hen and yet, for this Paſſage, I muſt be arrai 
by! « propoling another Meth iS. 


Propriety bring in the Authori 

ons or Denunciations for Proots, becauſe all the Authp- 

Fity of theſe depends upon that Point, which is to be _ 
ed; though they may eee ef make uſe of Scripture- 


on zheſe as narrow aud particular Inte 


a aſide from the Exerciſe of the mob 1 pure _ rp 


< ed Goodneſs; and even when he _ my nitent 


of bit N and the Authori LOLN 
that Purp | 
The F 3 Brethren next . a ym from 


F Mind, who is filled with a juſt Senſe of the Diſplea- 


E 


s preſs Denunciation of it.“ I hope there is no! 


3 
than the Pro — dd 
with wicked Men, and not denouncing cripture-Woes | ; 
„ againſt Sinners;” though, in the Place wins that * 
ſage occurs, it had been quite foreign to the P — 4 
ga) it; becauſe, in that whole Paton my Diſc 
Purpoſe i is to ſpeak of the natural Fruits 2 Vice, 2 


ſeries it would zatarally produce, tho there was no. di- 


vine Revelation denouncing any Wo againſt Sinners; 


and ſo, in the End of that Paragraph, I ſay, © This is O ; 


© the natural Portion of a wicked and vicious Man,” I. 


am conſcious to my ſelf, that I am as much for a ſeri- 
ptural Way of. preaching as any Man, and do fincerely 
_ endeavour it in theardinary Courſe of my preaching: And |, 
yet I cannot but think, that Miniſters, who are ſet r the 5 | 
Defence of the Goſpel, ſhuuld, in ouy Day, and on Gow. ; 


Occaſions, ſet about the Defence of the natural 


D unalterableDifference betwixt moral Good and Fol 


phat great Foundation of all Morality and Religion, 

of the valuable Deſign of our bleſſed Sayiour's 2 2 

into the World; and, in doing this they cannot wi 
of Scripture-Declarati- 


Phraſes 7 expreſſing themſelves upon it. The above 
Faſlage maſa de a Proof, that, in 6 n, 


* * * | 
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** *. The fixth Anicle is, * That I exceed in my Charity, 


0 
* 


— 


— 


ther Sermon, (p. 16.) where I * ſpeaking of the San Li. 


ons of God's 3 mean only the interna Sanctiout, tho? 


1 Upon 

Whether 
that I diminiſh the due Weight and Influence of fu 

Puniſhments; and, as WY oddly expreſs it, con- 


\ a 
wr" 
2 
* 
* 


lors of his Laws,” 


. + 


it is plain, in that Pailage itſelt, that I there ſpeak of © all 
r 75 Sanctions with which God has wiſely guarded his 
CCC 
the Whole, I ſubmit it to the Reverend Synod, . 
the Reverend Brethren - have made it eee | 


fine the Power of God mighty as to the Tranſgreſ- 


# 


1 both to Heathens, to whom the Goſpel-offer has beex 
4% or may be made, and who reject the lame; and to ſuc 
« as were born, baptized and educated in the Church, 
* who afterwards become Deiſts, and reje the Words 


of Jeſus, and his Inſtitution.” The only Paſſage where 


T ſpeak concerning thoſe wha reject the Words of our 
Saviour is in p. 28. of the Charity Sermon, where I have 


cheſe Words, That though I am conſcious to my ſelf 


IJ am as far as any Man from a Diſpoſition to judge 


s raſhly, even of thoſe who ire the Words of our da- 


* viour himſelf, and am willing to leave them to the 
Judgment of the Searcher of Hearts, whoſe Mercies 
< are great; yet I muſt own, Iam ata loſs to conceive, - 
* how a Soul, in which the Love of Goodneſs, and juſt 
<. Notions of God, had a due Prevalency, could-reze& 
© (as an enthufiaſtical, an uſeleſs or pernicious Impo- 
* ſture) a Claim to Divine Revelation, in which the End 


% the Commandment is Charity, &c.“ Now, I can- 


not imagine, what Exceſs of 9 to thoſe who reject 


the Words of our Saviour, can be found in this Paſſage ; 
or what part of it an Exceſs of Charity can be charged 
upon: Is it, That I am far from a Diſpoſition to judęe 
e rafbly of theſe Men? or, That I am willing to leave 
e them to the Jud! ment of the Searcher of Hearts? or, 
That I aſſert, that 27 Mercis are great: 
The Reverend Brethren, in the whole Strain of their 
Reaſoning upon this Article, and all the Authorities from 
Scripture and the Confeſſivn of Faith which they adduce as 
"againſt me, proceed upon putting a Conſtructien on my 


WTCCFVFF AS. cob. 
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cc Kh 2 

| Words which I am ſure they cannot bear; ahd canindt 
but think it, ſtrange, how any Man ſhould be led to put 
ſuch a Conſtruction upon them; as if, in the Conceflion 


"I 


— 


above mentioned, I was ſpeaking concerning the future 
State, or the eternal Salvation of thoſe who reject the 


Words of our Saviour; whereas. I think it may be obvi- 


dus to any attentive Reader, from the whole Strain, and 


almolt every Word and Sentence of chat Paragraph, than 
it. is only Cortes their preſent Diſpoſition, in rejeQing' ' 


Ghriſtianity, in the r and on the Grounds mentions 


ir c 


* 


ed-in the following part of the 8 that Lam mere Y * i : | 5 : 
-W 1 


ſpeaking; of that uni the Purpoſe I was then upon could 
lead me to ſpeak,” The whole comes in, as an Enlarge- 
wat 


ment upon a Point which I found the Time wonld 


low me t purſue at any Length, vis. How far the in- 
nate Amiableneſs and Goodneſs. of the Chriſtian Inſti- 
& tution ſhould alone ſuffice to recommend it to our hear 
ty Reception.” I pon 2515 Point, therefore, I only. 
ſay one Things and tis in ſhort this, That I am at a 
« loſs to reconcile ſuch an Oppoſition to ſo good an In- 


* 


« Goodneſs, and juſt Notions of God in the Soul; and 


that this Cenſure, which to fome has appeared harſh and \ 
| ſevere, might not be thought to proceed from a Diſpaſati« 
on of raſh judging, I uſher it in with a Proteſtation, That 


I am conſcious to my ſelf I am as far as any Man from 
{© Diſpoſition to judge raſhly, even of — who reject 
« the Words of our Saviour himſelf:“ With re to 
what do I ſay ſo? to their eternal State? No; but with. 
regard to that, about which alone I-was to pronounce a- 
ny Judgment; and about which alone it was to the Pur- 
poſe of the Argument I was then upon to pronounce any 


Judgment ; © the Diſpoſition they feem'd to me to diſ- 
cover, in rejecting Chriſtianity, in ſuch a Manner and 


on ſuch Grounds.” But the Reverend Byethren will 
have theſe Words to imply, That I reckoped. it was 4 


** raſh Judgment, to determine in a Matter ſo clearly re 


15 vealed in the Scripture, as that he that believerh not ſhall 
1 But as theſe Words are premiſed, to intro 


Ace the Judgment J am going ty make, inthis Manner, 


* 
2 
* 


Tho 


* ſtitut'on- (as, in the following part of the Paragraph, 1 
« ſhortly deſcribe, and endeavour to ſhow how unte 
„ ſonable it is) wita a due Preyalency of the Loye of. 


* OLE "x x 
£ * 
* * 


* 
.* 


\ . 
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* Theagh . Se. yer I muſt own, Sc the 
ety 1 aro the premiſing of them could naturally” 
imply is, that I was.apprehentive the Judgment I was g- 
ing to make might, with ſome, come under the Imputati= 
on of raſb judging; which, therefore, Iintended to prevent. 
Withal, what do I ſay in oppoſition to my being diſpoſed 
e jnage raſply of tnem The Reverend Brethren ſayj, Þ _ 
V leaye then to the Judgment of God.” But I defite my. 
* n Words may be attended to: I am willing to leave 
them to the Judgment of zhe Searcher of Hearts. WH¹y 
r I chuſe, in leaving them to the Judgment of God, to” 
peak of Him under that Character; but becauſe the Thing: 
10 * 3 a ee, and about —_ I am —— 
ceing ſome Ju rx Ff my own, is the in w,ard Diſpeß- 
Naw. of their Hearit, as I apprehended it was 2 — | 
by their Conduct ? Had it been my purpoſe, to have 
made any favourable Concefſion with regard to the futures 
State of theſe Men; I muſt, in propriety of Speech, have 
{aid here, that I was. willing to leave them to the Judg- 
ment of the Grear Fudge of the World;” or, © the Jadg- _ | 
ment of the Great Day: But I fay, of the Searcher of 
Hearts; plainly ſhewing, that it was with regard to the 
, Seward ra hag thery Hearts, that I meant to ſay, in 
the prec N J was not diſpaſed to judge raſp- 
by of them. t I add; whoſe Merctes are great: And, in 
mm doing ſo, there is a plain Reference to the Words of 
David, 2, Sam. xxiv. 14. Let us fall into the Hands of the 
Tora, for his Mercies are great : a Reference, not left to be 
ggeſs'd at, nor liable to the Conſtruction of being found 
but afterwards to ſerve a Turn; but directly made at the 
Foot of the Page, with an Aſterisk pointing to it, in the 
original Edition of the Sermon: And therefore, it might 
as pertinently be asked, Did David mean the uncode- 
* wanted Mercy of God the Arminians ſpeak f: or, Did 
E Be he think the Mercics of God would prevail over the 
Truth of his clear Declarations ??** As ſach Queſtions 
ate asked by the Reverend Brethren at me: I know not 
why 1 may net be allowed to mean, with David, the 
© -Mercies of God's Nature, and the preſent Exerciſe of 
* theſe;” which is extended to all who till enjoy a 
Time of his Patience and Forbearance, eyen thoſe who 
reject᷑ the Words of our Saviour himſelf, But, ſay the me * nd 
e | ver | 


1 
3 


rejecting of Chriſtianity on that account could not be ju= 


Are not Conceſſions of this Nature common, with the «i 


h Ten to diſcover any Error in it, without altering the 


Whole 


vue now have it ;- contained not only in the Books of the 


even all who believe, That ABRAHAM, the Friend 


* ® 


e 
5 I ben. ir 
verend Brethren, ©* The Dior in this | Paragraph makes 
& Conceſſion to Adverſaries, which by 0 meant ought, | 
to be made,” viz; where I mention it as one infufficis - _ 2 


ent Ground tor rejecting Chriſtianity ; ** Becauſe Men 
might poſſibly have become good and happy, without 
having had this extraordinary Help: And then, to 
ſhew the Inſufficiency of it, ſuppoſing it true, I argue 
thus: Will we confine the abundant Mercy of the great 
« Parent of Mankind to the beſtowing of mere Neceſſas. 
« yies on his Children; and not allow it to reach even „ 
to the beſtowing of additional Helps; and providing 
more abundantly for the Fulneſs of their Joy and s 
« Security of their Hopes ?” But; why might I not make 
ſuch a Conceſſion, even without believing it to be true; I 
in order to ſhow, that, even allowing it to bs true, the _ F 


ſtified ? And, Is not the Way I argue to prove this juſt ? 


beſt and moſt orthodox Writers ; in order to ſhow the > x 
Abſurdity of Adverſaries the more clearly and ftrongly ⁊ * 
But, ſuppoſing I had laid _— as my own Opinion, . 

what J here yield, the Reverend Brethren find themſelves 3 


erms of it, thus: Men could poſſibly become hap- 
© py, without having the Help of ſupernatural Reuelati se 
« o#;” whereas it is plain and obvious, that it is not con- 
cerning ſupernatural Revelation in general; that I am 
eaking any thing in this whole Partgraphs or that tu 
train of the preceeding part of my Diſcourſe led +, *- + .” 
me to ſpeak ; but concerning the Chriſtian Revelation, as 


Old, but chiefly in thoſe of the New Teſtament ;, And i 7  - 
concerning his, I had not only yielded, for Arguments 
ſake, but "aſſerted, as a Truth, That Men might poſſi 25 

* bly have become good and happy without having nada 
& this extraordinary Help; 1 ſuppoſe I ſhould have had „„ 
others to fall in with than the Pelagians and Arminians, 0 


* of God, and Father of the faithful, became good and 


happy: And in repreſenting God as, in 2h Plan of 


Revelation, * beſtowing beyond mere Neceſſaries on his | 
Children, even * z and providing 1 @. 


ES 


% Pundantiy for the Fülnels of 21 oy, and the Secn- 
y of their Hopes;“ I apprehend 1 ſhould go no fur- 
an our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles lead me, 


ny . 
Tr mn 22 XIii. 17. Heb. xi. 39, 09. ZI 
wa 1 ; Tis laft Article of the Reverend Presbytery's Charge is, 
wy » That! i orthodox Doctrine, concerfing 
= I the finful and corrupt State of all Men from their Birth; 
and aflert, that good Example and Inſtructions may 
1 4 take the Start, not only of vicious Habits, but even of 
4 Vicious Inclinations, in ſeveral Children.“ The Words 
ef mitte referted to for Proof of this are in p. 32. of the 
Cbarii Sermon, where Iam hinting ſome Advantages of 
"2. early. Application to form the Minds of Children, 
while the natural Senſe of Goodneſs is yet in a great 
95 * meaſure undebauched, and good Inſtructions and Ex- 
LO: 6 57168 may in ſome meaſnre take the Start of vicious: 
( Habits and Inclinations;” I muſt own, I catinot un- 
Woe derſtand how theſe Words ſhould have fo much as a 
= .. ſeeing Oppoſichn to the orthodox Doctrine mentioned, 
19 al W any Perſon who reads them without Prejudice; Teeing 
T Know of no orthodox Doctrine, concerning the ſinful 
and corrupt, c. that goes the Length of aſlerting, That 
@ the natural Senſe of Guodnels is not yet in agreat mea- 
* ſure undebauched in Children, and that good Inſtructi- 


SS. 
# 


4 
* 


I had expreſſed my ſelf thus ; © That good Inſtructions 
d and Examples may take the Start, vt only of vicious 
2 © Habits, But even of vicious Inclinations, in ſeveral Chil- 1 
& dren; “ whereas it will be obvious to the Reverend 
5 6 Fog: that the Words not only and bat even are not mj 
* J as, but the Reverend Presbytery's : And when 

= ſpeak F © taking the Start of vicious Habits and fc fin- 
3 nom, I conceive it is natural to underſtand 3 

| 1 1 SY ſpeaks 


oy 9.) 
| than to others, which cc —_ 
are the Fruit of contracted victoms 


_ Confeſſion of Faith, in the Paſſage adduced as _ 
_ plainly ſpeaks of the habitual Inclination to all Eni: Not | 


n eee 1 


* 


* 


82 


abits ; 


do I fay, chat © good Inſtrations may in reat meaſure 
ven of theſe particular I inations,” , 


fe cake; the _—— 
as the Reverend Brethren expreſs it, in their Enlargement 51 


on this Article ; but in ſozze meaſure : Indeed, in the for: 
mer part of the Paſſage, I fay, © The natural Senſe r 
* Goodneſs is yet in a great meaſure undebauched in Chil * 


* dren: “ But ſure the natural Senſe of Goodneſs i is One 
thing and a natural Inclinatiun to 7 is quite ano 


ther thing : Is there not a natural Senſe of Goodweſr, or, of 


the Difference betwixt Good and Evil, even in the moſt _ 


abandoned Profligates ? and yet, May not even this Senſe 


of Goodneſs itſelf be in a great meaſure debanched, and the 
Conſcience 4 by vicious Habirs ? Before ſuch Habits 


take Place, then, and have this —_— Influence, is "7 
not yet in a great meaſure undebanc This 


upon this 1a Article, for See e 1 made before — | 
Meeting of the Reverend Synod in 1 laſt ; 5 
one of the Reverend Brethren did me the Juſtice, both _ 


then and at the laſt Meeting of the Synod, to — him» 


ſelf ſatisfied with it ; if others were — it had been a 


Piece of Candour becoming their C to have de- 


clared their remaining Scruples, that it t have ap- 
peared whether I had any thing to offi fo - 


them (a). 


But I humbly conceive it is not ſo properly myBuſin of - 
at preſent to remove Scruples or Suſpicions, (4þ4t may 


not be ſo eaſy a Task _ as to make a juſt Defence 
an injurious Accuſa 


_ picions 


” 
mar 


| CIO ſatisfied with uy Defences upon this Ar- 


didn — ow 


2 — 


or removing 


as 1 cannot help reckoning ir: 
If! hae done this, I muſt be allowed to hope, that the 
Reverend Synod will have the Juſtice to acquit me; 
without being hindred from doing me this Piece of Jo. 
tice, by a Regard to any Suſpicions et hart: 
ben Hany Perſon, who RT the harſheſt Sul. 


0 The ——— alice have now done me the uſtice, 
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picions conserning any other Miniſtet of this Church 


._ was to turn theſe Suſpicions into a direct Charge or Li- 
bel of Errors or Crimes againſt him; if the Miniſter 
cleared himſelf, or his Accuſer failed of making good 
his Charge; the Judicatories of this Church anger rec: 
ra 


kon themſelves obliged, in Juſtice to his Character, and 


Support of his L ſefulneſs, to do more than acquit him 


from the injurious Charge; or, would certainly reckon 


it the leaſt they could in Juſtice do, to acquit him, even 
without Leave, either asked or given, of his Accuſer. 


* * 
. 4 Ty 


I have now given a full Anſwer to every part of the 


Charge brought againſt me before this Reverend Syugd ; | 


aud it I have cleared my ſelf of that Charge, to the Con; 
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would be unfair or partial. e 
I ſhall not take up the Reverend Synodis Time with 


viction of the Reverend Synod, I hope they will now 


think it high Time that I ſhould be acquitted of it; aud 
will ſuffer no Conſiderations to hinder them from doing 


me this Piece of Juſtice. 


I hope too, that the Reverend Synod will remember, 

when I had inſiſted upon it, as my unqueſtionable 
Privilege, to be allowed to risk my Cauſe on whatever 
Manner of Nefeuce I ſhould make Choice of, and had 
chooſed to risk it on a verbal Defence at their Bar, I was 
prevailed upon to yield to give in Anſwers to the Charge 
in Mritius, and, in ſo doing, did, in a particular Man- 


ner, caſt my ſelf upon the Protection of the Judicatories 


of this Church, againſt any Treatment of this Paper that 


4 Reflections upon the Treatment I have met with from 


* * 
W 
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the Reverend Presbytery of Edinburgh, in relation to this 
Affair, ſome Parts of which have already fallen under 
the Natice of ſuperior Judicatories; but I hope the Re- 


Ferend Synod will look with a candid Eye upon any 
. . » Thing that may have eſcaped me under the Weight of ſo 


grievous Treatment. And as I flatter my ſelf the Reve- 

rend Synod Will find, that I have abſtained from all Bit- 

terneſs towards thoſe ho have ſo grievouſly injured me; 

ſo Jam conſcious to my ſelf, that I am ęareful to ſup- 
e all inward Reſentment againſt them: And I ſincere- 

bow my Knees to the Father of Mercies, and God of 


| all Grace, on their Behalf; earneſtly praying, that he 


Would grant them Repentance and F orgiveneſs for — | 


ch moſt injurious Treatment of me, and would plant in 

is them a Diſpoſition more worthy of Chriſtians and Mini- 

W ſters of the Goſpel, than they ſeem to have been in when 

d they could ſuffer themſelves to be guilty of it. I believe 

g L might appeal to any candid and impartial Perſon, her 

id FF ther the Vage given me in the Paper I have now been | 

m anſwering, (not to mention other ear, that have heen 

n openly publiſhed to the World) looks like the Gandud * _ 

n cot Men who “ are unwillingly drawn to charge me with © * 

1 Error, and would rejoyce to ſee me clear and vindi- 7 5g 

e cate myſelf,” 1 apprehend, the diſintereſted Part o V& _ 

3; the World will ęxpect other Proofs of this before tlicy — 
will judge, that every Man mult be a had Man himſelf © 


T | | 

* vy ho entertains any Doubt of it: Such Proof the Reve- 

1 rend Brethren have now a fair Opportunity of giving, if 

„ they think fit. I have given a full, and, I think, a fair 
Anſwer to every Part ot their Charge, and cleared: every 


5 Paſſage of my Sermons, againſt which they have, in their 
2 Paper, made any Objection: In doing this, I have found 
: it neceſſary to lay open ſeyeral Inſtances of their Treat- 
| ment of me in that Paper; and this I have done, without 
making any harſh Reflections upon them, where, I be; 


lieve, By-ſtanders will be ſenſible there was not wanting 
. Occaſion for them, had I been diſpoſed to take it. 5 
The Reverend Synod may cafily be ſenſible, how hea- * _ 
yy and grievous ſuch Treatment as I have met with, muſt 
be to me, I am conſcious to my I haye not deſery: 
ed it, and therefore could not have expeQed it at t % 
Hands of any Miniſters, or any Presbytery of the Church ? 
of Scotland: Leaſt of all could I have expected it of tho'3, . 
Reverend Presbytery of Edinburgh; the Presbytery in 
whoſe Bounds I was born and educated, and lived al? 
moſt conſtantly, and with an intire Character, for more: 
than thirty Years; the Presbytery by which I was licenſ : 
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ed to preach the Goſpel, after they had taken the uſua 
Trials of my Orthodoxy and other Qualifications far 
that Work, according to the Rules and Directions of thi 
Church; the Presbytery in whoſe Bounds I W 
moſtly for ſeyeral Years, and, particularly, for thres 
Years ſtatedly, in an Audience of this City of Edin- 
burgh, and from whom (after having, in the Courſe of 
that Time, preached againſt ALL PERSECUTION | 
„ „ „ _ 
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Cor ConseiEN E SAKE, as plainly, and in as ſtrong 
Terms, as any uſed in zheſe two Sermons, as ſevera] 
Ring Witneſſes can atteſt) I received the moſt ample 

Teſtimonials of my Orthodoxy, and other Qualifications 
for the holy Miniſtry, when I went to ſettle at Glaſgow. 


"_ Mey is therefore pleaſe the Reverend Synod, to take the 
= 33% 462-0001 
penal the unjuſt Sentence paſſed againſt me by the Reve- 


| = whe According to Fuſtice and the Rules of the Gof+ ; 
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